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DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


JAN ARNE S737. 


AN OPEN LETTER TO THE REV. DR. TWING. 
Contained in ‘The Churchman” of November 18, 1876. 


My prar Docror: In the good Providence of Gop, the Centennial 
year of our Country is upon us. Our Church has numbered a good many 
Centennials, but it may do her good to celebrate this one of the Union. 
As one way to celebrate it, I beg to ask your approval and endorsement 
of this suggestion, viz., That every communicant of our Church be asked 
and urged to lay by each week until All Saints’ Day of next year, ten 
cents for the General Mission work of the Church. 

We had at the close of last year 261,003 communicants reported. Ten 
cents per week, or five dollars and twenty cents per year, from these, 
would yield $1,357,215. 

I know it would be a comfort to your heart, and cheer you in your 
good work, if such a sum were assured to your Missionary treasury. If 
you approve the suggestion, will you not endorse it in yourZearnest way, 
and with your earnest words ? 

I am, very truly, yours, 


Wriuiam J. Ciark. 
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA, 


All Saints’ Day, 1876. 


DR. TWING’S REPLY. 

My pear Broruer: I thank you very heartily for your “ Open Letter ” 
to me, contained in Tue CuurcuMan of the 18th instant. I have read it 
over and over, and reflected upon it with deep and increasing interest. 
Its suggestions are most seasonable, and are worthy of the careful and 
conscientious consideration not only of every communicant of this Church, 
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but also of all who, though not communicants, have aided, and are willing 
to aid, our Mission work. 

Your suggestions are general, and as applicable to other Departments 
ay to that in behalf of which it is my special duty to speak ; but in sub- 
stantially adopting them, I must confine myself to my own appointed 
sphere, endorsing them solely with reference to the Domestic Missionary 
work of the Church. 

I think it may fairly be assumed that the persons calling themselves 
Churchmen who are interested in and aid our work—including children— 
but are not communicants, are equal in number to those who are. The 
Church Almanac for 1876 estimates the number of communicants at 
280,000, or nearly 20,000 more than you mention in your letter as belong- 
ing to us at the close of last year ; giving a total, of communicants who 
ought to be and of non-communicants who may be interested in our 
work, of 560,000. 

An average of ten cents a week from each of these would give us, in 
one year, the enormous sum of $2,912,000 ! 

An average of half this, or five cents a week, from each of these, 
would give us still the magnificent sum of $1,456,000 ! 

But supposing each gave only an average of two cents a week, we 
should even then have $582,400, or as much as has been given by the 
whole Church for the General work of Domestic Missions in the last five 
years ! : 

And if we should look for still less, and each of these 560,000 persons 
should contribute an average of only one cent a week, the amount 
received would be $291,200, or enough to pay all our debts and enable us 
to double our work for the coming year. 

It is of course easy to show on paper how great results might be 
attained without an overburdening of a single soul ; but it is far enough 
from easy to turn such estimates into realities. In this sort of calcula- 
tion there is a seeming of castle-building in the air, but a due considera- 
tion of the whole subject, and a little systematic and persistent effort on 
the part of all, would make the castles substance instead of shadows. 

The time has come when the Domestic Committee stand greatly in 
need of just such systematic and persistent effort. In striving to avoid 
retrenchment in their work, through the past three years of financial 
trouble, they have become laden with a debt, amounting, at the close of 
the fiscal year, September 30th, 1876, to $23,000. On the 1st of October 
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they were obliged to provide $20,000 more, to pay the quarterly stipends 
of our Missionary Bishops and other Missionaries then falling due ; and 
their obligations must be still farther increased on the Ist of next January— 
unless the Church come speedily to their assistance—by borrowing over 
$20,000 more, to meet the payments of the quarter ending at that date. 

The Domestic Committee, along with other similar organizations, and 
following a sort of supposed traditional necessity, have quite too long 
depended for their needed supplies upon a comparatively few wealthy 
‘congregations, and upon a comparatively small number of wealthy per- 
sons in those congregations. There is, however, if the Mission work of 
the Church is to go steadily and vigorously forward, an imperative demand 
for a new departure, and for such a broadening of their constituency as 
to embrace and have a recognized place for all who are willing to do any- 
thing in this interest. In part, the ground for this demand—quite aside 
from the underlying principle of Christian giving—is to be found in the 
fact that, within the past three years of financial disorder, many rich and 
generous givers have become unable to continue their accustomed liber- 
ality. 

I have spoken of a new departure, and yet it is true that I have long 
been working with the children of the Church in accordance with the 
methods now under consideration ; and with excellent results. The Mite 
Chests, sent out all over the country, and used mainly by the children, 
have brought to our treasury, within the past seven years about $115,000, 
which clearly shows the value of such methods, if conscientiously adopted 
and faithfully carried out by all. Ido not give up the dear children ; 
but I earnestly wish that their elders would consider well the suggestions 
made in your letter and enlarged upon here. 

An exigency has arisen when such consideration is to the last degree 
important, as the Committee, taking into account their heavy indebted- 
ness and the present unpromising outlook, have felt themselves under the 
necessity of notifying the Bishops, now receiving aid through them, that 
the accustomed Appropriations to their several Dioceses and Missionary 
Jurisdictions for the ensuing year must be delayed till the mind and will 
of the Church on this whole subject can be ascertained. 

The Domestic Committee are charged by the Church with the duty of 
providing the salaries and travelling expenses of nine Missionary Bishops, 
and stipends for over two hundred Missionaries beside. 
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Their receipts, that can be used for this purpose, from the Ist of 
October to the date of this letter, are, in a marked degree, less than those 
for the corresponding period of last year. 

The Committee have no other resources with which to provide for 
their Appropriations, than the contributions of the Church. Of its 2,800 
parishes, so far as the Committee have knowledge, 1,675 contributed 
last year nothing at all to the Domestic Missionary work. 

The Committee need the substantial co-operation of every one of these 
2,800 parishes. They need the personal contributions, however small, of 
every communicant and of every person interested in Mission work. 
Above all they need an awakened sense, in the mind of the whole Church, 
of the extreme gravity of the emergency. 

Shall the work of the Committee go on? Shall their obligations be 
met and honored? Or shall our Missionaries be dismissed, and their 
work abandoned ? 


Thanking you again for the suggestions of your letter, I am, 
Very faithfully yours, 


Awl, Twine, ae 
Secretary and General Agent of the Domestic Committee. 


22 Brste Hovusr, New York, 
November 24, 1876. 


ANOTHER OPEN LETTER TO DR. TWING. 
FROM BISHOP HUNTINGTON, 
Syracuse, December 9, 1876. 

My pear Dr. Twine : You will permit me to pursue a little farther 
the discussion opened in your correspondence with the Rey. Mr. Clark. 

We are evidently moving on towards a deeper and more practical 
dealing with the great subject of the duty of the Church in offerings, in- 
cluding the Christian consecration of property ; and it looks very much to 
me as if we were driven thitherwards by the Gop of Judgment, the invita- 
tions of His prophets having been too long disregarded. The Almighty 
is awfully true to the laws of His own Kingdom, walking often in such 
solemn stillness and slowness that we, with our clamorous running hither 
and thither, and the hammering of our enterprises, smother the sound of 
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His steps. Why should “such a nation as this ” expect to keep Advent 
always with nothing but a comfortable repetition of religious words in 
warm and handsome churches, and warnings of retribution set to pleasant 
music ? 

The present prospect of our Missionary Board and Committees, and 
of all our charities, is indeed full of dismay. You and I and thousands 
more are going through anxious weeks in behalf not only of sacred in- 
terests put into our care, but of Curist’s living workmen, having mortal 
and hungry bodies, between whom and lingering starvation we are 
obliged, in some real sense, to stand. Yet even these days of rebuke and 
distress may be days of lasting good if they set Christian people to think- 
ing, as they have not thought before, about those divine and permanent 
principles which lie at the very roots of life and power in the Family of 
Faith. 

The impression is deepened in my own mind that, while there is ample 
and pressing occasion to increase by every means the gifts of those who 
are in the habit of giving something but not enough, there is yet more 
urgent need to persuade those to give something who now give nothing 
at all. Ought we not to remember that this is true not only, secondarily, 
on account of the money to be raised and the uses to be made of it, but, 
primarily, for the sake of the spiritual health and saving of the givers 
themselves ? 

You say, among your startling statistics, that 1,675 parishes appear to 
have given nothing last year to Domestic Missions. You also say that, 
young and old, there are 560,000 persons who may reasonably be sup- 
posed to take an interest in the object. Of the number not at present 
likely to be so interested, but still nominally connected with our Body, 
you say nothing. And you show that if all these people gave one cent 
every week your treasury would be able to pay all its debts, and double 
or more than double its outlay for the year to come ! | 

The Church at large is called to maintain, beyond all expenses of each 
parish in itself, nearly a dozen organized forms of Christian charity for 
the spiritual and physical benefit of man. Your facts indicate how few 
of these receive any contribution whatever from a majority of our par- 
ishes : because less than half of these send anything even to the Domestic 
Committee, which is the most popular. The indifference to the offer of 
the Gospel to the heathen, the “witnessing to all nations,” is yet more 
appalling. Placing along with these two the Increase of the Ministry 
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(without which it is very certain you will not have Missionaries to send), 
Church publications, as Bibles and Prayer Books, the Departments of the 
Indians and Freedmen, the Missions in Mexico and Haiti and among the 
Jews, together with the various Diocesan Objects for which offerings are 
to be made, we have at least twelve, recurring every year or oftener. 
But as the demands of several of these are not large, it would appear 
that a sufficient sum for all of’ them together would be regularly received, 
and all the evils of shortcoming, failure, disappointment, special appeals, 
debt, reproach, would cease, if the worshippers in our congregations gave 
to their CrEaror, Saviour and ComForTER five centsia week! What a 
sense of rest, relief, liberty, refreshment, one feels even in the momentary 
contemplation of that possible deliverance! How striking the dispro- 
portion between the cheap, easy, practicable “means ” and the glorious 
result ! 

I speak of these external objects as embracing all public offermgs to 
Gop, making no reference to parochial support, because it is high time 
the poor sophistry of reckoning what is done to keep up the local and 
parochial Services of the Church as if it were done in charity, were ended. 
That is done by the people, if it is done at all, for themselves and their 
children. They might do it in sheer selfishness, only of the better sort. 
They take their equivalent for it, and more too; it is just as much a 
matter of guid pro quo as when they buy bread and meat in the market ; 
only the nature of spiritual things requires them rather to regard their 
parish expenses as an imperfect return of gratitude and obedience for an 
unreckonable blessing received, than as a compliance with the terms of a 
bargain, after “hiring a Minister.” If it is a “charity” at all it is a 
charity to Gop: which is little better than a modified blasphemy. No: 
the character vf a gi/t does not accrue till we get beyond all the costs of 
the parish where we are nourished. This distinction cannot be made too 
sharp. When it is recognized it must remove the impertinence of plead- 
ing these home-expenditures as an excuse for neglecting the duty of alms 
for the world. 

Of course it occurs to everybody that if the free-givers, or the rich, 
relying on the prospect of a universal bestowment of five cents a week, 
less or more, should drop down to that mark, the effect would be disas- 
trous. It will be a long time yet before the universal practice, or any- 
thing like it, prevails ; and meantime the large givers are entreated, as 
in many instances they ought, to offer more than they do. For there is 
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only one rule, as to the amount, that is just, scriptural, safe or easy of 
application, viz. : that of a fixed proportion to income. So, in substance, 
declared the General Convention of 1859. 

The pretext that there is actually not money to be had, though we 
make all allowances for the financial depression, the political uncertainty, 
and the enormous consumption of the Centennial Exposition, cannot be 
fairly admitted. Four great classes of ever-present witnesses to the 
contrary stand all over the country, never far apart—the superfluities 
of dress, the liquor shops, the confectionery manufactures, and the play- 
houses. Nay, the Exposition itself proves that where there is a will 
there is not only a way, but a wherewithal. There is in this country at 
this moment a vast treasure belonging to the uses of Gop which is 
snatched from Him and used for the selfish indulgence of men. His 
Prophet calls it robbery. Can we wonder that the people rob each 
other ? 

The first principle, therefore, is that every preacher and teacher, 
Bishop, Priest, Deacon, Missionary, Sunday-school instructor, catechiser 
and parent, should press it upon all those committed to his charge, that 
they are to set aside and give to Jesus Curist, in a regular and system- 
atic way, weekly, 7. €., as often as there is a Lorp’s Day, something for 
the furtherance of His Gospel and Kingdom. This is to be taught as a 
part of the message given us to proclaim ; not as our notion, or as the 
best theory, or as a human device at all, but as a part of the Divine 
counsel, without which the Gospel would be mutilated, a vital portion 
being left out. It is to be done in the spirit also of the Gospel, with equal 
bravery and gentleness, confidence and constancy, patience and fervor. 
It is to be done not only in the Church but assiduously in private, face to 
face with individuals, indoors and out of doors, in Sunday-schools, in ser- 
mons and lectures, everywhere, and over and over again. Like other 
things it should be done with some tact and judgment, and if possible so 
as to avoid the impression of needless iteration, but somehow done. ‘The 
virtue may be presented asa duty or a privilege. The cheerful, attractive 
tone may be used as well as the imperative. The man, woman or child 
may be urged to try it for its satisfactions. They may be told, for it is 
true and can be proved by testimony, that those who give something in 
this way will generally give more and more ; and simply because they 
are moved to do it from within, are borne along by a voluntary impulse, 
and find a joy in it. All those of us who have made the experiment know 
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with what unceasing surprise and delight, even in a small Mission, the 
gifts of cents and other small coin are found to “count up ” +o unex- 
pected aggregates. But, at first, the consideration of the amount must 
be subordinated. The main thing is to settle the Aadit, to root the prin- 
ciple. Perhaps it will take as much pains and time to break down the 
false shame of giving a little as to kindle the spirit of benevolence. 
Both will have to be labored at. Both can be accomplished. Children 
are singularly susceptible to the pleasure of obeying this law. They 
seem to be divinely prepared for it. ‘Of such is the kingdom.” How- 
ever else we fail, one more generation, with right training, might yield us 
a new era. 

But has the Church, in her corporate character, nothing to do about it? 
Might she not, in her conventions, councils, pastorals and conferences, be 
gradually creating such an opinion and such a usage that the public cele- 
bration of Divine Service anywhere would be held incomplete without 
the Offertory ? ‘Nothing less than that, I confess, appears to me the true 
“use” of the whole Church of Gop. Otherwise we are continually sug- 
gesting to the people that a “ collection” is something exceptional, occa- 
sional, dependent on an emergency, originating in some Muinister’s or 
agent’s personal idea, instead of being an uniform, necessary, obligatory 
element in the entire Catholic system. We are indoctrinating them in a 
fundamental error. They feel at liberty to take “individual views,” to 
grumble, to shut their hands, or to pick and choose among “causes,” to 
look at their begrudged “ donations” as grounds of self-complacency, or 
as compliances of etiquette with their Clergyman’s wishes, or as liberal 
compliments to the eloquence of the “ Appeal.” When we look at it in 
all its bearings, so immense and multiform, is not this law of a perpetual 
Offertory as momentous to the Kingdom of Curisr on the earth as the 
law of a perpetual Second Lesson, or a particular number of Psalms ? 
We make endless and garrulous canonical trouble over a garment, a 
gesture, a semi-colon, and then leave it at loose ends whether or not the 
Truth and Grace by Jesus Curisr shall come to tens of thousands of 
our fellow-men. We insist on a collect, or a hymn, or a fast, but with 
amazing audacity we push aside the practical ritual of brotherly-love, 
legislated for us by our Lorp’s word, “ Freely ye have received, freely 
give.” We bring frankincense and myrrh, and leave out the gold. We 
“tithe” anything else rather than the very thing which gave the word 
its meaning. If any modern reformer can show a better ratio than the 
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‘“‘tenth,” let him show it. The Christian Church has quite as good 
scriptural authority for that as for the Sunday assembly itself, or chan- 
cels, or kneeling in prayer, or sermons. Whatever else the Christian 
Dispensation has done, as respects the Jewish, it certainly has not 
“lowered the standard of the virtue” of self-sacrifice. At any rate, let 
us travel, at the quickest possible pace, towards the universal regulation 
that whenever and wherever the Prayers of the Prayer Book are said 
“‘on the first day of the week ” the alms of the people shall be taken. 

It is not necessary, my dear Doctor, to put you in mind what great 
and comforting religious gains would come to us with these two estab- 
lished ameliorations : Stated gifts, however small, by every worshipper pro- 
portionate to abilty ; and an Offertory at every Sunday Service everywhere. 
With the gifts of the hand go, sooner or later, increasing interest, sym- 
pathy, faith, prayers. Every giver becomes a spiritual force in the Body, 
How the Evangelized territories open and widen out, how the riches of 
righteousness and love are multiplied, before our eyes! We call alms- 
giving a means of Grace. Do we believe what we say? Do we act as 
if we did? It is barely possible that what your Committee need may be 
got on the present irregular, impulsive scheme. Gop grant it may be 
got! If you could stand and speak before every congregation in the 
land, | am sure it would be. But even then are we sure it would be got 
in the most excellent of the ways of the charity of Curisr? Ought we 
not to be looking to lasting streams of income, and far-off harvests for 
the husbandmen of the Future ? 

What we need supremely is more of that hearty, loyal, loving devotion 
to Jesus Curist Himself which makes all gifts for Him a spontaneous 
action of the will—and next that we should hold the entire cluster of 
spiritual truths and divine facts, about which we continually talk, to be 
realities, and not the mere images of realities. / 

From your statement it would seem not unlikely that, were this great 
two-fold reformation to go into effect at once, 7.¢., if all who now give 
nothing to the Church were to begin to give at once, and follow it up, 
adding their offerings to those already coming in, in the course of Advent 
and Epiphany both Domestic and Foreign Committees would see their 
bands loosed, and the captive daughter of Zion moving forward in liberty 
and light, her feet beautiful upon the mountains. 

Not far behind these more immediate blessings might come others, 
belonging to our whole ecclesiastical and parochial system. There is a 
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mysterious interplay of related and co-ordinate powers in the economy of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. We might look for more free-sittings and open 
churches, more frequent Services and Communions, more devotional sing- 
ing, heartier praise, and an emancipation of the spiritual from the secular 
element in the offices of the Ministry. Who knows but the malign 
mortgage of the world on the Church might be lifted, and the sons and 
daughters of Gop be glad and free in the covenant of their own inheri- 
tance ? 
I am, dear Dr. Twine, 
Faithfully and lovingly, your friend, 
F. D. Huntrveron, 


Bishop of Central New York. 


A SUGGESTION TO THE REV. DR. TWING. 


My pear Doctor: It is not only a common remark, but a sound and 
philosophical one, that there are few accidental evils which are not either 
attended or followed by some measure at least of compensating advan- 
tage ; and nothing is more certain than this, that it is a part of our dis- 
cipline here to grow up out of weakness into strength, and to learn how 
to act wisely by the costly experience of repeated failures. 

Some such train of thought as this was forced upon my mind while 
reading the late Reports of our Domestic and Foreign Committees, 
together with your own letter addressed to the Rev. Mr. Clark. The 
Missionary Committees are in debt. The work in both the Domestic and 
Foreign fields is in danger of being curtailed, and the fruits of toil and 
self-denial through many years are seriously imperilled. And now the cry 
goes up from many anxious hearts, What can be done not only to meet 
the present emergency, but to build up a permanent interest in the work 
of Missions and Church extension ; such an interest as will find its due 
and practical expression, not in the outcome of momentary impulse, but 
of fixed and deep-rooted principle ? 

This, my dear Doctor, is not—as you well know—a new question. It 
is one which has been entertained long and anxiously. The Church, 
unlike the State, cannot impose a tax and compel its payment. She 
should not do so if she could. However vital the necessity may be, she 
can only receive free-will offerings from her children. The sentences of 
the Offertory teach on this point a lesson truly valuable and greatly 
needed, yet, strange to say, in large part almost wholly ignored. 

But if on the one hand a compulsory impost, even if it could be enacted 
and enforced, would be foreign to the spirit of the Church’s life, so on 
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the other hand, the mere effervescence of a momentary impulse is none 
the less so. Our Lorp can be the Recipient of no largesse, no mere 
bounty for carrying on His work, Whatever is given must be given 
freely, yet as a bounden duty. We may say that it is given in love, but 
not as implying that it is therefore any less an obligation. Love should 
accompany the gift, but something besides love impel it. In a word, 
Christians must be governed by principle in their contributions ; and in 
order to do this they must be educated up to a higher and truer sense of 
the obligations which are involved in membership of the Church of Curisz. 

And now we come to the question, How is this result to be attained ? 
How are our people to be taught their duty in this regard ? 

It will be answered, perhaps, that the pulpit must do its duty, that 
we need more frequent and direct teaching on the subject of Christian 
giving. 

It may be that there is a measure of truth in this ; that our sermons 
might be more pointed and incisive than they are usually found to be, 
and more directly addressed to the individual conscience. But I appre- 
hend that something less general than sermons, something addressed to 
souls more immediately and sympathetically under the influence of the 
Christian teacher is needed, in order to accomplish the result which we 
all so ardently desire. 

Now this means and opportunity are afforded, as it would seem in 
the most natural and effective way possible, in the preparation of our peo- 
ple for Conrirmation. This annually recurring time is the Pastor’s season 
for instruction not only in the doctrines of the Church and in the 
spirit of Christian devotion, but in the constant, homely, every-day duties 
of the Christian life. It is a school for learners, with this great advan- 
tage, that the scholars come to it of their own free will ; with the most 
sacred and tender of all human susceptibilities awakened ; and with minds 
prepared to receive all, even the most delicately defined impressions. 
What an opportunity is this to teach them the sacred duty, the bounden 
obligation of giving to the cause of Curisr ; that as members of the 
Body, they owe to it their support as well as their allegiance ; that their 
connection with a single parish is but an accident, their membership in 
the Church a Divine fact, full of the suggestiveness of responsibility ; 
that it is as much their duty to give liberally of their means to extend 
its blessings and increase its influence, as it is to cultivate the Christian 
graces or avoid the ways that lead to sin. Where shall we look for another 
occasion as favorable as this for adding line upon line and precept upon 
precept ; for enjoining the duty of setting the Church’s demand before 
all others ; of practising economy, if need be, that it may not rest un- 
fulfilled ; in fine, of thus building up in our people’s minds and hearts a 
superstructure of benevolence founded upon principle, enlarging con- 
tinually as new converts are added to the Faith, and broad enough to 
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embrace within its shelter every interest which engages the labor of 
Curist’s Militant Church ? : 

I cannot but believe that this suggestion has at least the merit of 
going to the fountain-head to seek out and cure the evils from which we 
suffer, and must periodically suffer, so long as we substitute impulse for 
principle in carrying on our Christian work. The plan is one which 
divides labor, and reaches to every parish and every individual in the 
land. It would save a world of anxiety to Bishops and those who have 
charge of our Missionary fields, and would impose no added duty on the 
parochial Clergy. Itis neither fretful nor in any wise outside the routine 
of our daily work, but is in singular accord with all our accepted habi- 
tudes of thought. Why should not the Church try the experiment ? 

Your servant in Curisr, 
T. A. SrarKkey. 


BISHOP SPALDING ON THE SITUATION. 


My par Dr. Twine: Will you allow me to address your readers 
briefly concerning the support of our Missions ? 

We have to-day in the Jurisdiction of Colorado and Wyoming, fifteen 
Missionaries. First, the Bishop, whose entire support must come from 
the Domestic Committee. The others, every one of whom must have a 
stipend, are distributed as follows: Rev. J. M. Sterrett, Cheyenne, Wyo- 
ming ; Rev. G. Johnston, Laramie, Wyoming ; Rev. D. N. Allen, Greeley 
and Evans ; Rey. F’. Byrne, Fort Collins ; Rev. T. L. Bellam, Rev. A. 
Lakes and Rey. H. L. Myrick, for Golden, Idaho, Boulder, Bergen Park 
and Morrison, laboring as an Associate Mission. Rev. C. N. Allen, 
Denver ; Rev. D. Convers, West Denver—to be transferred soon to Del 
Norte. Rey. M. F. Sorenson, Littleton ; Rev. J. F: Walker, Colorado 
Springs and Manitou; Rev. F. W. Tomkins, Pueblo and Trinidad ; Rey. 
William Gill, Cafion City ; Rev, C. M. Hoge, Rosita and Ula, besides the 
Rey. J. A. M. Latourette, Missionary at West Los Animas, whose sup- 
port is provided for, and two more whom I am expecting for very import- 
ant fields, and who will also need stipends. 

We are dependent for bread upon the Domestic Committee. But the 
Treasury is empty. Worse than this, it is heavily in debt, and we 
are notified that the making of the usual Appropriations must be deferred, 
till the Church gives the Committee the means to make pledges and to 
redeem them. 

I ask your readers to consider calmly, if they can, the condition we are 
in. What is to be the result to my Missionaries if no Appropriations can 
be made, or even if such Appropriations are made as will be altogether 
inadequate? What are they to do, situated as they are—all poor—most 
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with families dependent upon them, hundreds of miles from opportuni- 
ties to find parishes which would support them ? Will the Church com- 
pel these men, who are laboring with great success in these fields, where 
the need of their labors is most imperative, to go into secular life for 
support? And what is to be the result upon the work? No man can 
estimate the terrible loss from such enforced suspension of our Missionary 
operations. It would be, in many cases, simply throwing away the ex- 
penditures and the labors of years. What is to be done then in this 
crisis? It is nothing less than this. Every member of this Church must 
GIVE, at once, as never before for Missions. The work must go on. 
Whatever else fails, this must be made successful. May the Sprerr of 
Gop put it into the hearts of all our people to come up to the help of the 
Domestic Committee and the Missionary Bishops! For my own part I 
cannot with good heart go on in this work and stand under its weighty 
responsibilities, and continue, as I have tried to do heretofore, to throw 
into it all my energies, if the means to carry it on are to be withheld! 
I must have liberal assistance through the Domestic Committee, and 
through the friends of Church extension for all the work which, at the 
command of the Church, and trusting in the implied pledge of the Church 
to sustain me, I have undertaken here. 
Joun F’. SPALDING, 
Missionary Bishop of Colorado. 
Denver, Cor., December 8, 1876. 


A STATEMENT OF FACTS. 


Tur Domestic Committee of the Board of Missions, at a Meeting held 
November 22, 1876, ordered the following Statement of Facts to be laid 
before the Church, through the Church papers and Missionary publica- 
tions, and in all other practicable ways. 

(1.) The indebtedness of the Committee, September 30th—the close 
of the fiscal year—was $23,000. 

(2.) On the 1st of October, the Committee were obliged to provide 
$20,000 more, with which to pay the quarterly stipends of nine Mis- 
sionary Bishops and more than two hundred other Missionaries. 

(3.) On the Ist of January, over $20,000 more will be needed, to pay 
stipends and other bills for the quarter ending with that date. 

(4.) The receipts, from October 1st to November 20th, have been much 
below those for the corresponding period of last year. 


(5.) The Committee have therefore been forced to postpone all Appro- 
priations for 1877, until the mind and will of the Church can be known. 


14 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The Committee are glad to bear their full share of the responsibility 
of conducting this great Mission work, but they cannot bear it all. 

Earnestly as they sympathize with, and heartily as they endorse, the 
urgent special appeals of our Missionary and other Bishops, they must 
remind the Church that no money sent to aid them in establishing schools 
or building churches, will enable the Committee to pay the stipends due to 
them, or to the Missionaries under their charge, for which payments the 
Church, through the Committee, stands pledged. 

To save the work, or to prevent most embarrassing retrenchment in 
it, prompt and liberal contributions are absolutely required and are most 


earnestly solicited. 


(Signed.) Horatio Porter, Crrus CurRTIss, 
Chairman. Guo. N. Titus, 
Morean Drx, Bens. B. SHERMAN, 
GrorGE Lxrxps, Exsriper T, Gerry, 
Henry C. Porrer, Lioyp W. WELLS, 
Noau Hunt ScuEncr, Treasurer. 


A. T, Twine, 
Secretary and General Agent. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


[== N. B.—in remitting to the Treasurer, always mention the 
DIOCESE, as well as the PARISH, from which the Gon- 
tribution has been forwarded. 
All Mioney Orders should be drawn on Station D. 


The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee acknowledges the receipt of the following sums for 
the General Work intrusted to their care, from Noy. 1 to Nov. 30, 1876, inclusive. 


ALBANY. DAKOTA. 
Lansingourgh—Trinity Ch., Alex. ° , = 
Walsh, Jr., quarterly Crow C7 ete oe) Centennial een aan 
paymentiofistipend.s.) 912/50) 9 en ender eaaned ae 
Troy—Ch. of the Holy Cross 8.8. 
Ma Osecccnanne RoR Ane 800 2050 ee 
Libre DS ner caption gaadoncdn sox Ristsisters 2 50 2 50 
CENTRAL NEW YORK. 
Oxford—St. Paul’s Ch., M. C..... 3400 384 00 IDAHO. 
" antes b] 
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. Boise City—St. Michael’s Ch...... 22 22 22 22 
GeO St. Paul’s Ch....... 4 25 ILLINOIS. 
St. Stephen’s Ch.......... 72 00 3 
Lancaster—St. James’, add’l..... 11 50 Albion—St. John’s Ch...... Person. ek 
Lebanon—St. Luke’s Ch.......... 17 65 Chicago—Grace Ch., M. ©........ 30 00 32 00 
Pottsvitie—Trinity Ch............ 8474 190 14 
RN Fe ae 
Hartford—St. John’s Ch.......... 63 00 Westville—Mrs. Jane, M.C....... 1 05 1 05 
New Haven—tTrinity Chapel...... 14 04 S 
Newtown — Bequest of the late EOIN Gavheen TS 
Sarah A. Baldwin...... 100 00 Brooklyn—St. Mary’s Ch., M. C.. 25 
Waterbury—St. John’s Ch. ..... 80 00 (Zz. D.)\—Christ Ch. 8. 8..... 11 88 


Weston—KEmmanuel Ch.,M. 0... 600 26204  Newtown—St. James’ Ch.,M.C.. 200 1408 
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Bath—Grace Oh............ cocscs 1415 


400 18 15 


MARYLAND. 


Baltimore—All Saints’ Ch........ 
St. Bartholomew’s........ 
Emmorton—St. Mary’s Ch........ 
Herring Creek —St. James’ Ch., 
BEC yeiacticeice siclesetviseciets 
Washington—Summer Mercies... 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Boston—Emmanuel Oh., M. O.. 
Dedham—St. Paul’s Ch., M. O.... 
Dorchester—All Saints’ Ch., Cen- 

tenntal mite...........- 25 
Medford—Grace Ch.......... iS 12 50 
Springfielad—Christ Ch., of which 

from S.S., $10. LO sreser ts 43 
West Springsield—Good Shepherd 8 60 


MINNESOTA. 
Farivault........ Clesesececccsccce 


NEBRASKA. 


Nemeha—Mrs. F. G. H., Centen- 
MAU OHI D ic cnc Cocatenscee 


NEW JERSEY. 


Plainfleld—Grace Ch., Centennial 
Relief.... 


NEW YORK. 


New’ York—Grace Chapel.... 
on of the Redeemer...... 


7 53 
20 00 
25 00 


15 15 


500 72 68 


4 40 
2 50 


105 08 


1200 12 00 


2 50 2 50 


16 67 16 67 


Pete eer cecreees 


34 00 
38 08 


1 00 


ae Sees ewiel a eains sama 
@.- B. 
of stipen oe 
Rossville—St. Luke’s Ch.; 
members... 15 00 
Tarrytown— Christ ‘Ch. of which 
from M. C., $2. BO ccovee 52/04 


NORTHERN NEW JERSEY. 
ODA Matthew’s German 


50 00 


three 


190 12 


Orange—Grace Ch.........6....-- 
Summit—Calvary Ch..... eater 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Hulmeville—Grace Ch.........+.. 1 00 
Philadelphia—Christ Ch......... 100 00 
St. Timothy’s Ch.......... 
A Churchman, from M. C. 


12 06 


Centennial off’gs,of which 
from? Miss! Ae". H.; 
$12.50 ; Miss M. H. W., 
$7.50; Dr. L. L.W., $12. 50 32 50 


Mrs. Mids. ai dekeninettads 25 00 217 54 
RHODE ISLAND. 
South Portsmouth — St. Mary’s 
Oh eecececcecmasccdtcce LO 00) G50 
SOUTHERN OHIO. 
Cincinnati—Christ Ch., Hon. Larz 
Anderson...........+... 200 00 
SeONM SiON tec cece! BCOMee: 
StiRauUvsiccn cescioc vines, LOUvOg 
Clifton — Calvary Ch., of which 
from Mrs. Bowler, a 
thank offering, for the 
preservation of a son 
from the dangers of the 
Sea, $200.........eecee0. 262 95 
Delaware—A. B. L........+.e00- 100 620 41 
VIRGINIA. 
Richmond—Rev. F.M.B......... 1000 1000 
VERMONT. 
Burlington—V. H.B............. 500 
Middlebury — St. Stephen’s, a 
ids ESodaandoooeawnes 0 Wr Po Oy 
WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 
Tacoma—sSt. Peter’s Ch., Centen- 
fal OMerING rss oe:ccsielsicere 5 00 5 00 
WESTERN NEW YORK. 
Hammondsport—St. James’ Ch.. 9 00 
Rochester—Children’s Centennial 
offg, from Maggie S.and 
Lottie A. Houston...... 50 9 50 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Interest on Investments..... -.-- 895 00 895 00 
MITE CHESTS. 
Receipts oe the month, not credit- 
d to parishes........... 2272 22 72 
Receipts for the month........... $2,835 46 
Amount previously acknowledged.... 1,472 61 
Total receipts since Oct. 1, 1876... $4,308 07 
YOUNG CHRISTIAN SOLDIER. 
Receipts for the month.......... 3,523 68 
Amount previously acknowledged. 518 16 
Total receipts since Oct. 1, 1876..... $4,041 84 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS OF SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 


The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee has received the following SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
from Noy. 1 to Nov. 30, 1876, inclusive. 


ALBANY. 


Troy— Christ Ch., of which for Bp. 
Elliott, $50; from 8. 8., 
for Bp. Tuttle Scholar- 
ship, $40; from Fort 
Worth Mission Class, for 
Fort Worth, Texas, $20. 110 00 110 00 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mauch Ohunk — St. Mark’s Ch., 
through Woman’s Aux- 


iliary, for Bp. Spalding. 3000 30 00 
CONNECTICUT. 
HarvYord—St. John’s Ch., for Bp. 
Spalding, ....c:...c0sess, 10:00) 10/00 


16 


DELAWARE. 


Wilmington—St. John’s Ch., of 
which for Bp. Elliott, 
$18; Bp. Garrett, $16.25; 
balance Scholarship for 


Bp. Spalding, $18.75.... 48 00 


LONG ISLAND. 


Brooklyn — Ch Holy Trinity, for 
Revs, DreHoy.b.csmcercs 

St. Ann’s Ch., 

Henry Forrester........ 

Ch. Redeemer, for Mexico 

Ch. Reformation, A., for 

Harris children... 


20 00 


9 45 
8 00 


1 00 


MARYLAND. 


Baltimore — Ascension, for New 
MeCXICO\.. «. ctiiee pens ce aes 
Grace Ch., for New Mex- 
ico, through Rey. Dr. 
LCI asdsbpnnoentoucect 
Grace Ch., Mrs. W., for 
New Mexico..3......-. 
Members of Memorial Ch., 
for New Mexico, (of 
which from Clay Tem- 
pleman, $1.90; Florrie 
Templeman, $2; their 
first money saved)...... 
Gertie, $1; Gertie’s moth- 
er, $1; Gertie’s father, 
$5 for New Mexico..... 


25 00 


30 00 
25 00 


28 00 


7 00 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Cambridge—Christ Ch., for Bp. 


GATLOUG eee eniacierne jase LOGLO6 


NEW JERSEY. 
Plainjfield—Grace Ch., for Mexico 20 00 


NEW YORK. 


New York — Heavenly Rest, for 
Bp Otieemenreeileecee 
St. Clement’s Ch., a lady, 
for Bp. Spalding, to- 
wards the support of 
Sister Bliza......... sale 
St. Paul’s Chapel, of 
which from Mr. F. J. H., 
for New Mexico, $10; a 
NAGY Sl seleiarcte sciers <aeeee 
St. Stephen’s Ch., Ladies’ 
Aid Society, for Rev. 
Henry Forrester,....... 
Trinity Chapel, for Schol- 
arship in Bp. Tuttle’s 
School, Salt Lake City. 


25 00 


50 00 


11 00 


10 00 


40 00 


48 00 


38 45 


115 00 


106 56 


20 00 
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For All Saints’ Cathedral. 30 00 
Through Woman’s Aux., 
for Harris children, 
freight on bDUX... ..---- 
W.R. T., of which for Bp. 


Tuttle, $2 ; Bp. Garrett, 


Di veccescccescccccecees 


55 00 


400 225 00 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Doylestown—B., of which for Bp. 
Tuttle, $5 ; for School- 
house at Plain City, Utah, 
¢5; St. John’s Ch,, 
Sladesville, N. ©0., $15 
St. James’ Ch., Lenoir 
N. C., $2 ; for Bp. Gar- 

16 80 


for Rey. Henry Forrest- 


Gog 
St. Thomas’ (Colored Ch.) 
for Bp. Elliott.......... 
A Churchman, for Bp. 
Garretty$l0neeces sie 
Dr. L. L. W., of which for 
Rodney Morris Memor- 
ial, Centennial offering, 
$10; for Bp. Morris, $10; 
Bp. Whipple, $10; Bp. 
Garrett, $10..... saanuer 
(Germanntown)—S8t.Peter’s 
8., for Rev. Henry 
Forrester..... sicinie sacral 


10 60 
4 30 
10 00 


40 00 


100 00 181 10 


SOUTHERN OHIO. 


Circlevtlle—St. Philip’s S.S., for 
Rodney Morris Mem... 


TEXAS, 


Ft. McKavett—Garrison 8. 8., for 
cot in St. Luke’s Hosgpi- 
LL eve leteretere cites seteinemasys 


9 00 9.00 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Geneva — Trinity Ch., for Bp. 
Green’s Training School 
Dry Grove, from Wo- 
man’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation........ seeccssses 100 00 100 00 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


For All Saints’ Cathedral, Milwau- 


KOC aaprasrecnion Sporades, LU) fe 


$1,010 83 
15588 09 


$2,598 92 


10 00 


Receipts for the month.......... 
Amount previously acknowledged. 


Total receipts since Oct. 1, 1876. . 


Bishop Wingfield desires to acknowledge through THE SPIRIT oF MISSIONS, $52, sent him for 
his work in Northern California, trom Christ Ch., Norfolk, Va. 


Rey. Mr. Forrester acknowledges the following special contributions for New Mexico. 


Calvary Oh., Clifton, Cincinnati, $99.10. 
Rey. Dr. Dix, 
Rey. Dr. Swope, 


Chancel furniture. 
Rey. Mr. Olmsted, 


Rey. Mr. Olmsted, Estey Organ. 

Rev. Dr. Schenck, Freight charges on organ. 

Mr. H. R. Clarke, Piece Turkey red for curtain 
between Chancel and School-room. 


INDIAN COMMISSION. 


TREASURER. 


Mr. Joun N. Srearns, of this city, has been appointed Treasurer of 
the Indian Commission. Letters containing remittances for Indian Mis- 
sions should be addressed to him at No. 30 Bible House, New York. 


THE LETTERS OF BISHOP HARE, 


to the Indian Aid Associations, and to the Children of the Church, which 
appeared in the December Sprrir or Missions, have been put in pamphlet 
form, which also contains a list of Scholarships in our Indian Boarding 
Schools in Niobrara. 

Speaking of these Letters, a lady im a recent note to the Secretary 
says: “Their wide circulation will do good,I am sure. They answer 
the very questions that I have asked quite frequently.” 

Copies of this Pamphlet, for individuals, or for distribution among 
the members of Indian Aid Leagues, of Sunday-schools and of Bible 
Classes, will be promptly forwarded to all who will be so good as to send 
their address to the Secretary of the Indian Commission, No. 30 Bible 
House, New York. 


SHAY-DAY-ENCE. 
SECOND EDITION. 


TurovucH the kindness of a Churchwoman of this City in furnishing 
the means, a second edition of Shay-day-ence, or The Little Pelican, has 
just been published. Brief extracts from this interesting pamphlet, such 
as our limited space would allow, have been given in these pages. But 
the entire Paper needs to be read in order to gain a complete impression 
of one of the most remarkable illustrations that modern Nias is furnish 
of the transforming power of the Gospel of our Lorp and Saviour. 

As the Pamphlet is printed for distribution, copies of it will be for- 
warded to all persons who will send their address to the Secretary of the 
Indian Commission, No, 30 Bible House, New York. 


FRANCIS DELORIA. 


Tue account given of this Yankton Chief by the Rev. Mr. Cook, in 
the pages that follow, will be read with interest. The sketch furnishes a 
sort of epitome of Christian work among our Native tribes—its obstacles, 
and its glorious triumphs. One special test, as it would seem, of the 
genuineness of this work, is the fact that the Indian convert in the far- 
off wilderness of the West is counted worthy to exemplify the words 
_ written of old to Timothy at Ephesus : A// that will live godly in Christ 

Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
v4 
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DEATH OF FRANCIS DELORIA, A YANKTON CHIEF. 
LETTER FROM THE REV. J. W. COOK. 


Yanxron Agency, Daxora, October 25, 1876. 


Rey. AND DEAR Broruer : Last Thursday night, the 19th instant, we 
met with a great loss in the death of Francis Deloria, Chief of the Half- 
Caste Band of the Yanktons. He was a man of sixty years, very large 
and corpulent, weighing about three hundred pounds. He resided in the 
woods about six miles from the Agency. Having heard that the Bishop 
had arrived, he got up very early on the morning of the 14th and drove 
down to shake hands with him and make a speech to him. The morning 
was very cold and raw, and not having proper clothing to protect him he 
took a violent cold that soon assumed the form of acute pneumonia 
which resulted in death on the sixth day. 


He was himself a half-caste who grew up among the Indians, knowing 
no other language, never having received any instruction in Christianity 
and civilization, and hence when the Mission of the Church was planted 
here, seven years ago, he was still in heathen darkness. And hardly 
altogether so either, for his eye had caught the glimmerings of the day 
on the distant mountain peaks, and he was waiting and longing for the 
“coming of the kingdom of Gop.” As we learn from the little Journal 
of Mr. Hinman, published some years ago, he was the first Chief of the 
Yanktons who visited him with the appeal “come over and help us.” 
Under the date of January 21, 1869, he gives an account of that visit and 
Deloria’s earnest pleading. The following Spring a formal appeal was 
made by all the Chiefs and five Head-men of the Tribe. In answer to 
it, the next Fall the Rev. Paul Mazakute was sent here to begin work. 
In the Spring of 1870 the present Missionary arrived. 

The morning after his arrival he chanced to be going with his young 
Santee interpreter to the woods, about a mile above the Agency. On 
the road a wagon containing several people was seen approaching. When 
it came up the driver reined in his horses and stopped, calling out, “ How, 
how, Koda,” and begged the Missionary to extend his hand for a shake. 
Then and there was my first meeting with Deloria, and then and there 
he declared what was in his heart, and gave a welcome to his Missionary 
doubly grateful to a Missionary just arrived among a strange and heathen 
people. And during the six and a half years of our intercourse he has 
never swerved from the kindly, generous sentiments then expressed. 

After inquiring if I was the Missionary that was to come to them, he 
said : ‘‘ My friend, my heart rejoices to see you. I love the Missionaries 
and I have longed to have you come among us to teach us and our chil- 
dren the right and the good way. We are poor and miserable, ignorant 
and blind. The whites have the words of Gop and they make them 
wise. We wish to learn, I will be your friend. Iam glad you have 
come, I rejoice to shake hands with you.” With these and like senti- 
ments and words he greeted the Missionary. 

When our Church was finished and regular Services were established, 
Deloria and his family were most always in their places in the congrega- 
tion, It made but little difference, either summer or winter, whether 
the weather was intensely cold or hot, storm or sunshine; nothing 
deterred them. Then every Sunday or two, either before or after the 
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Services (sometimes I gave him an opportunity at the time for the ser- 
mon), this man with his immense stature would rise in his place and pour 
forth the most earnest exhortations to his people to attend closely to our 
instructions ; then again he would appeal to them with reference to the 
proprieties of the House of Gon, and to love and respect their Mission- 
aries, ete. 


Although he lived so far away, as soon as our day-school was started, 
some of his children came quite regularly—notably his son Philip, who, 
from his brightness and earnestness in learning, attracted my attention. 
On conferring with Deloria about him he desired to give him to me to 
be trained up for our work among his people. Accordingly he was 
received into the Mission family and afterwards sent to Nebraska College 
and Faribault for English instruction, and is now the teacher and cate- 
chist at Choteau Creek. In one way it was a great sacrifice for Deloria 
to make. He had but two sons, and a large family of girls, and Philip © 
was the only boy large enough to help him, and he himself was very 
unwieldy from flesh and age. 

In the course of time the subject of Holy Baptism came up in the 
instructions inChurch. Deloria then manifested his earnestness by bring - 
ing all his young children and grandchildren, and other relatives, and, 
as he was able, through reasoning and persuasion, the older members of 
his family and kinsfolk, until nearly all his blood relations were brought 
into the Church through the sacrament of Baptism. And his care and 
diligence did not end there ; for he knew full well that the mere act of 
baptism would not save them or make them better, but that the life 
must be conformed to it, and that that life must be nourished and sus- 
tained by the other means of grace. Hence he was ever shepherding 
and exhorting them and bringing them to the Services. 

As to himself, there was a hindrance in the way to his Baptism. A 
little while before the Missionaries came here he had received a present 
of a second wife. In one of our early Convocations the Indian delegates 
had made a law that no one having more than one wife should receive 
Holy Baptism until he had put away all but one. Deloria had no desire 
to retain his second wife, but the question was, how to put her away so 
as not to offend her relatives who were wild people of a Tribe far up the 
river. Besides, she had in the meantime borne him a son upon whom 
his heart yearned, and it seemed very hard to send him out as another 
Ishmael and cease *») care for him. However, hard as the case was, 
eternal life was dearer than earthly considerations, and when he had 
provided suitable presents for the woman’s relatives and herself, he car- 
ried out the law, referred to, to the letter. 

On Christmas Day, 1871, he received Holy Baptism, exhibiting the 
deepest feeling. He was the first of the Chiefs who took that stand in 
the face of opposition and reproach from the heathen party. 

Before Baptism he said to me: “ My friend, I have been a violent 
man. I was a scout for Gen. Sully and again for Gen. Harney, in the 
troubles that followed the outbreak of the Santees in Minnesota. I have 
killed several persons. I have been a man greatly feared among my 
people. Besides, I have been a very wicked man. I have done most 
everything that is bad and detestable. But what I have done I did in 
ignorance. I knew nothing of Gov’s law, I followed my own will. You 
have come with the words of Gop. I have heard them, and <lthough I 
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cannot read them for myself, for I am too old to learn, I believe what 
you tell me. Although I am so great a sinner, I believe what you 
tell me about Gon’s Son ; that He came to be the Saviour of sinners ; 
that if I trust in Him, truly repent me of my sins, and obey His words, 
He will pardon ; He will cleanse my soul; He will save me. I trust, I 
repent, Iam ashamed of my evil deeds ; I pray every night and morn- 
ing, (lifting wp his hand), ‘Jusus, Saviour, have mercy on me! Make 
me clean, save me!’ But, my friend, when you baptize people, you are 
accustomed to pour a little water upon them. I have been such an awful 
sinner that it seems to me you would need to take five or six barrels of 
water to wash away my sins.” 

Some months after this, Deloria was confirmed by Bishop Clarkson, 
and admitted to the Holy Communion, and I had not a more devout 
communicant among either the whites or Indians than he. He seemed 
to grow in grace. 

He had many trials. He was a progressive man, and for many years, 
since the game disappeared, he had been a cultivator of the ground. He 
had an ambition to get cattle and hogs and chickens about him, and as 
far as possible to become self-supporting. He cut a great deal of wood 
which he sold to the steamboats and to the whites at the Agency. But 
his enemies, and the enemies of Christianity and civilization, were many. 
They secretly killed his cattle and horses and hogs, and stole his chickens. 
They got up discussions as to his right to sell wood. They assailed 
him with epithets and reproaches for becoming a ‘“ Minister” 
(Christian). They used terrorism to compel him to be present at the 
sun-dance or other heathen or foolish demonstrations. But Gop gave 
him grace to stand out firmly against them all, and to keep steadily on 
his course, coming regularly to Church and to visit the Missionaries, and 
not fearing to lift up his voice in councils to speak for the Church and 
civilization, and to reprove the madness and folly of the heathen. 


On one occasion, speaking of his trials, his faith in the Saviour, and 
our work among this people, and his earnestness in trying to help by 
word and example, he said: “I aman old man. I must soon lie down 
in the dust. Therefore I cease not to exhort the people to leave off their 
foolish practices which lead only to folly and destruction, and to go to 
Church, to learn the white man’s way of life, and his hope for the next. 
I cease not. to urge the children to go to school and Church, and their 
parents to do all in their power to persuade them to go. I do this because 
I want to see some part of this work accomplished before I die, and 
above all other things on earth I want the people when I die to remem- 
ber me, and point to my grave and say, ‘There lies a good man, a man 
who while he was alive did all in his power by word and example to lead 
his people to follow the good and the right way.’” 

I think Gop has given him his wish, for as long as the Yanktons re- 
main a people he must be known as the first Chief among them, who 
from the heart embraced Christianity, and whose example and devotion 
to what he believed to be right and good, and whose friendship for the 
Missionaries and Christian people, burned with a bright and steady flame 
throughout.’ He has done what he could. 


Last Spring his wife was taken very ill, and no one expected her to 
recover. If there is anything more than all others which tries the prin- 
ciples of our Indian converts, it is times of sickness. Conjurors abound 
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_ who claim mysterious powers and mysterious influence with the unseen 
world, and mysterious knowledge of roots and herbs suitable for over- 
coming almost any disease. Nor do they wait to be sent for, but they 
go to the sick in hopes of an opportunity for plying their trade, and 
gaining a rich reward in horses or cattle or blankets and other articles 
of value to an Indian. They come with bold assertions that they know 
just what is the matter, just where the evil spirit lurks, and that unless 
they are allowed to practise their art the person will undoubtedly die. 
One can well see that with an ignorant and superstitious people such ar- 
gument would be most powerful, because the appeal is to their fears and 
deals with the unknown. 


In this case they came, but Deloria drove them away, saying, that he 
had chosen the white man’s way, and that if his wife died in it it was all 
right ; that the whites who know more than the Dakotas about medicine 
and disease were doing all they could for her ; and that being Christians 
they would not go back to the worship and service of the devil. Again 
when she was thought to be near her end, the women, as is their custom, 
came to mourn and bewail her, not out of love and respect for her, but 
hoping to seize upon all the goods of the family, as is their detestable 
practice, as soon as she were dead. Deloria drove them all away, assur- 
ing them if they wailed themselves hoarse they should receive not one 
single thing ; that he hated the practice, and he believed that it was all 
wrong, one of the devil’s works, and when they became Christians they 
had renounced them. 


I visited her and at her request administered to her the Holy Com- 
munion, and to the astonishment of all she began to recover. Deloria 
has several times since spoken of the matter and said that the whole his- 
tory of the case had been such as greatly to strengthen the faith of them 
all in the Divine power of our holy religion and in the efficacy of prayer. 


His own last illness was short, and we did not suppose it was more 
than a cold. The afternoon that he died I visited him with one of the 
ladies of the Mission. He was weak and ill but we did not suspect 
that he was dangerously ill. When I called to prayers before leaving, 
weak and trembling and sick as he was he insisted upon getting into the 
posture of prayer, and joined in the Lorp’s Prayer and Amens. 

He was buried from the Cathedral on the evening of the 20th, and 
now rests in the consecrated churchyard adjoining. A simple cedar 
cross, the emblem of his faith, stands at his head. In his words and acts, 
in his earnestness and faithfulness and friendship, he has left a noble in- 
heritance to his family and tribe. 

In these days of trouble and reproach, and doubt as to whether 
anything can be done with Indians, whether they can ever be made 
men and Christians, I have thought that these few incidents from the 
life of an Indian Chief who has just passed to his great reward might be 
useful in reassuring some of our brethren, and perhaps convincing some 
of the gainsayers that the old Gospel in the Church of Gop brings forth 
fruit among this despised people “as it doth in all the world.” Perhaps 
some of the whites even will point to his grave and say, “There lies a 
good man. He did what he could.” 


“Che righteous shall be had tn eberlasting remembrance.” 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The Treasurer of the Indian Commission acknowledges the receipt of the following sums tor the 
month of November, 1876. 


ALBANY. 

Fort Edward —St. James’ S. §., 
for education C.S. Cook. 

Potsdam—tTrinity Ch., (of which 
from Miss Lavinia Clark- 
son, for Thomas Streat- 
field Clarkson Scholar- 
ship, In Memoriam, and 
Levinus Clarkson Schol- 
arship, In Memoriam, 
St. Paul’s School, $120). 130 86 


CENTRAL PENNS ENE be 
Tamaqua —Calvary Ch. 


21 70 


Harrisburg —St. Paul’s Chinn 3 o 
CONNECTICUT. 
New Haven—tTrinity Chapel...... 5 05 
West Haven—G. EK. C., for Indian 
children........ gandoa, hy) 
Meriden—St. Andrew's Ch....... 49 00 
DAKOTA, 
Crow Creek Agency — Centennial 
OOH S earls ctaisvercha ste sietats 5 00 
DELAWARE. 
Wilnington—St. John’s Ch...... 10 00 
Old Swedes S. S., for 
Charles Breck Scholar- 
ship, St. Paul’s.,....... 718 
ILLINOIS. 
Albion—St. John’s........... aad 1 00 
INDIANA. 
Westville — Mrs. Jane, M. C., of 
which for Rev. S. D.Hin- 
man, $2 ; Rev. J. J. En- 
megahbown, bicopdoncne, » cet) 
LONG ISLAND. 
Brooklyn—Holy Trinity, S.C. M.. 5 00 
Grace Ch., Mrs. 8. G., for 
Cornelia HenshawSchol- 
arship, InMemoriam, St. 
Paull Bian eeiseciicecisete OONOO 
(2. D.)—Uhrist Ch., a mem- 
DEiiecewieiceselecleetacsvicicese? POLO 
MARYLAND. 
Baltimore — Indian Aid League, 
annual subscriptions, 
for salary of one lady... 21 00 
St. Paul’siOny.. i5e.k. 76 15 
Frederick — All Saints’ Parish, 5 
cent collection.......... 18 50 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amherst —Grace Ch., a member, 
for Berkshire Scholar- 
ship, St. Paul’s......... 60 00 
Framingham — St. John’s Ch., 
thro’ Dakota League... 8 00 
MICHIGAN, 
East Saginaw—St, Paul’s Ch. 10 78 
MINNESOTA. ; 
Faridault—Miss W.....ccee.sss- 1 00 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Portsmouith—Rev. Alfred Elwyn. 2 00 
NEW JERSEY. 
Plainfield€—Grace Ch., Centennial 
RGMCTMUN Aaa e cess EauGG 


152 56 


6 24 


55 55 


5 00 


17 18 


1 00 


5 00 


40 00 


110 65 


68 00 
10 78 
1 00 


2 00 


16 66 


NEW YORK. 

Through Niobrara League : Trin- 

ity Chapel, G. G., for G. 

Gi; Scholarship, St. 

Paul’s, $60; Mrs. J. J. 

Astor, to endow George 

H. Houghton Scholar- 

ship, $1,000 ; Ch. of the 

Redeemer, Pelhamville. 

S540 ee oie aeicterelse veeeee. 1065 40 
New York—L. B........ 3 00 1068 40 


NORTHERN NEW JERSEY. 
Through Woman’s Missionary 


League, for freight.... 5 50 
Newark—St. Matthew’s Ch., S. 
W. Treptow, a little boy 1 00 


Pompton — Christ Ch. 8. S., for 
Paul Mazakute Scholar- 
ship,In Mem.,Cheyenne 30 00 


OHIO. 
Cleveland — Infant Class of St. 
Luke’s Mission, S.S., for 
Sister Anna jaeccncnei- ue 
Toledo —Trinity Ch...........es0e 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Through Indians’ Hope: St. Tim- 
othy’s Ch., Roxborough, 
$5; St. Andrew’s, West 
Phila., $5; St. Jude’s, 
$10; St. James the Less, 
Miss’y Society, $14.70; 
Episcopal Hospital 
Chapel, 3 Scholarships, 
semi-annual pay’t, $90; 
St. Peter’s, German- 
town, $1; proceeds of 
Sale of Wi-ne-ma, $7 ; 
add’l, for Mary E. Hin- 
man Mem. Scholarship, 
ZO stare eiciete ctetetets ls Seliesse: LOL CO 
Doylestown— St. Paul's 8. S., for 
St. Paul Scholarship, 
Cheyenne 22. s.cc. scence) 50 00 
Frankford—St. Mark’s Ch....... 389 85 
Jenkintown—OCh. of Our Saviour. 17 90 
ES oes Andrew’s Ch., 
ps Wa Oe 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Providence—Mrs. R., for Edith 
Scholarship, St. Paul’s. 

Through Dom. Com., es- 

tate R. H. Ives, balance 

of pledge for Bp. Hare’s 


36 50 


33 95 


25 00 615 46 


69 00 


SAIANY Wide son .ccicese -.. 1250 00 1310 00 
VERMONT. 
Middlebury—St. Stephen’s Ch., a 
friend Seiihicsie cease Or OO Mma UEOU 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Interestion Bond acc acess ote 
Interest on Bp. Whipple. Hospital 
Fun 2.26. seoeees 80000) 885, 00 


; $3,955 88 
Amount previously acknowledged.... 1,678 66 
Total receipts since Oct. 1, 1876..... $ 5,634 54 


The Secretary acknowledges the receipt at No. 30 Bible House, for our Indian Missions, of a 
package of clothing, valued at $36.90, from the Children’s Missionary Society of The Church of the 
Ascension, Rhineclifl, N. Y., and of a box of clothing, valued at $35.50, from the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
Society (and from children) of St, Paul’s Church, Waddington, N.Y 


SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


JANUARY 1877. 


EPIPHANY STATEMENT AND APPEAL OF THE FOREIGN 
COMMITTEE. 
1877. 
To the Bishops, the other Clergy, and the Laity of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 

FaTHERS AND BRETHREN: According to time-honored usage, at this 
Season commemorative of the Manifestation of Curist as a Licur to lighten 
the Gentiles, we beg permission to present to you our ANNUAL STATEMENT 
AND AppEatL in behalf of the great work which He has laid upon His 
Church. 

In these days of straitness in financial matters, we say nothing about 
unoccupied fields already white unto the Harvest, stretching before the 
eye, East, West and South, nothing about laborers waiting to be sent into 
the thickest of the work, but defer these topics until such time as the 
Church, having discharged the obligations of the past, shall supply the 
means necessary to push onward into tracts that have never been culti- 
vated. This severe policy has been adopted in obedience to the Apostolic 
injunction, “ Provide things honest in the sight of all men.” It has been 
adopted in the steadfast hope that the Lorp of the harvest, in answer to 
the Church’s prayers, will indeed and presently, stir up the wills of His 
faithful people, so that they will pour into His Treasury liberal offerings 
for the extension of His Kingdom, and the salvation of mankind, 

To do no more than to sustain the work on the present basis and 
partially to discharge the obligations resulting from deficient offerings in 
the past, we estimate the needs for this year at not less than one hundred 
and fifteen thousand dollars. If no Parish does less than it did last year, 
and if each of the non-contributing Parishes sends something to this 
department of Curist’s work, which may not be neglected by the Church 
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without jeoparding her own strength and life, the sum named and more 


will be realized. 


We have confidence that Gop will move the Church to send us so 


much of this sum as He may know to be necessary. 
Briefly, our calculations are upon the following bases : 


For tHe Misston in GREECE, Viz., the support of Dr. and Mrs. 
Hill (the veteran Missionaries of the Church), as advised by 

the Board of Missions, Gold, $2,000, say...........0eeee- $2,200 00 
The support of Miss Muir, her fourteen native assistants, and six 
hundred and twenty-four pupils in the Mission school at 


Athens Gold s$2:300hsaye. icin. crite ase onic toler eiereterens 2,530 00 $4,730 00 
For Tae Mission IN Cain, viz., the travelling expenses of the Bishop-elect, 
his salary, the salaries of the nine ordained Missionaries, one Medical 
Missionary, two Foreign Female Assistants (unmarried), and the Na- 
tive Catechists, Teachers and Assistants, the support of the seven 
Boarding Schools at Shanghai, Wuchang and Hankow, the Hospital at 
Wiuchangietey NelC mats... s) cls eissieicl vehateneie ste cis oy telseretelesteherieretonnernerene 30,000 00 
For THE Mission 1n JAPAN, Viz., the salaries of the Bishop, the four Presby- 
ters, the Missionary Physician, and the Foreign Female Missionary, 
with their Native Teachers and Assistants, the expenses of the Sunday- 
Schools, the two Day Schools, and the two Boarding Schools......... 18,500 00 
For THE Mission In AFRICA, Viz., the outfit and travelling expenses of the 
Bishop-elect, his salary, the salaries of the ordained Foreign, Native, 
and Liberian Missionaries, the Foreign Female Assistants, the Native 
and Liberian Catechists and Teachers, the support of the Hoffman In-: 
stitute, the Female Orphan. Asylum, the Boys’ and Girls’ Boarding 
Schools, the several Parish and Vernacular Schools etc., etc., etc., 
BDO WG ice: osokcievsis aye) el orci eves arske) ele ete core oelebmene SEG ae Let oer elelole wicker otanstee 15,000 00 
For THE SUSTENTATION OF THE HaITIEN Cuurcy, by the payment of the sal- 
aries of the Bishop and eight other Clergymen...............-eeeee0e 7,000 00 
For tHe Mrsston Scuoon At Ancient Joppa, SyRiA, viz., the support of Miss 
Mary B. Baldwin, her two Assistants, and seventy-seven Scholars, 
(Boys,) ‘ Moslems, Greeks, Syrian Catholics, Syrian Protestants, Copts, 
ANG. VOWS ichsrcsesin el tiscioyo= ou toaernerersi ste mio eleteoiea aie eee ee eee 1,650 00 
Ror Con tinGENoiEns not, foreseen Sayi.....\0 aq ecie ler atte cioleleeielerm ore ieieierenets 10,000 00 
For CENTRAL EXPENSES, Somewhat as follows: 
The cost of making the work known to the Church, represent- 
ed last year by these items— 
SPIRITOW MISSIONS, sarrearagens sj. cmiciee eee tee erent $397 55 
Homes anp ABROAD, CF Wie Geke Selegsvoussanegt asin ole tere taceiores 835 14 
CARRIER Dove, Fen eceyatavaxsifetoremieeete nerve eee 537 90 
Ten WEEKS’ PAPER, Sr) | Muslalals 2achelgs St Seat e oe ons 62 87 
Miscellaneous; Publications; costa.-cs.ae.nes- cee: 777 88 
y P VEpiphanyrA ppeallicostenca. ave eer seen sn cceteeine oer 127 89 
SalaryotvASssistant (Edilonuetc.. css annie peta eee 1,150 00 
Expenses of Woman’s Department....... ............-.- 500 00 
: ; —— 3,889 23 
Salaries of Secretaries and Clerk hire...........0.0c0ceee $7,100 00 
dn ee AAR GMO RAR Rati AUTEN OBEN Sh ols dooce uv o400O.c 1,000 00 
Travelling Expenses of Secretaries, etc, say......... .... 200 00 
OfficesHxpenses,Say).- a5. wer ce cache eee ee 1,200 00 
Hhegacy BXpPensesysayien,...c.styemoaccei ian Cee eee eee 200 00 
——- 9,700 00 
LEAVING TO APPLY ON THE DEBT REPORTED OcrosER Ist, last, 
CPSU O89 <8). is iasa otsiata fos Seance clsie Sravieete ee Tete ee 19,530 77 
$115,000. 00 


In view of the large debt with which the OuuRcH’s WorK IN THIS Dx- 
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PARTMENT 7s burdened, we have ventured to do no more than to make 
appropriations for the first quarter of 1877, delaying further action until 
the responses to this Appeal and to the Secretary’s circular of November 
10th, last, shall enable us to estimate our future receipts. 


It ought to be remarked here, however, that so soon as by the con- 
tributions of the Church—either through the special Committee of Bishops 
appointed by the Board of Missions to obtain a sum sufficient to relieve 
the indebtedness of the several Departments, or by direct remittance to 
the Foreign Committee—the debt be reduced materially, certain funds will 
be set free which may be applied to the vigorous prosecution of the new 
policy, announced in the last Annual Report, looking to the establish- 
ment of an Associate Mission at Cape Mount, Africa, with a view to the 
evangelization of the interior tribes thence accessible. 

Fathers and Brethren all ; our faith and the faith of our Missionaries 
has indeed been tried in these years last past. Our patience, and theirs, 
has been tested. Insuperable obstacles bar the policy of determined re- 
trenchment. Great damage must inure to the Church if she swerve to 
the right hand or to the left in search of temporary relief from the press- 
ure of past responsibilities unmet. We crave, therefore, your fullest 
sympathy, your most earnest prayers, your heartiest support--these given, 
_ assuredly we shall not lack the material succor, without which the cur- 
tains of the Lorn’s Tabernacle cannot be stretched forth, the cords can- 
not be lengthened, nor the stakes strengthened. | 


Horatio Potrer, Chairman. 


Joun Corron Samira, Frep’« 8. Winston, 
H. Dyrr, Lewis Curtis, 
Beng. I. Haieur, Stewart Brown, 
Cuar Les H. Hatt, LremvuEt CorrFin, 
JosHua KimBER, James M. Brown, 
Secretary and General Agent, Treasurer. 


Sam’t D. Denison, 
Honorary Secretary. 


Forricn Mission Rooms, 23 anp 25 Brste House, 
New York, January 6, A.D. 1877. 


Rectors of Parishes are respectfully requested to read this paper to 
their Congregations, or to circulate 1t among them. Copies of the same, 
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in any number, may be had upon application to the Secretary, 23 Bible 
House, New York. 

N. B.—With all remittances the name of the Diocese and Parish 
should be given. 

I$” Checks, Drafts and Money Orders should always be made pay- 
able to the order of Jamms M. Brown, Zreaswrer, and sent to him, 
23 Bible House, New York. 

Is" All Money Orders should be drawn nor on New York, but on 
STATION D, New York. 

135" Remittances in Bank Notes are not safe unless sent in REGISTERED 
LEtTreErs, 


AFRICA. 
LETTER FROM THE REV. S. D. FERGUSON. 


Cape Patmas, Liperia, W. A., 
November 6, 1876. 

Rey. AND DEAR BroruER: By proclamation of the President of the 
Republic, last Thursday was observed throughout Liberia as a day of 
General Thanksgiving to Almighty Gop for His favors during the past 
year. Perhaps it may be interesting to you to know how we observed it 
here at Cape Palmas. 


THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE. 


Divine Service was held at St. Mark’s Church at 11 o’clock a.m. Just 
as the bell commenced ringing a discouraging rain descended ; but the 
people would not be deterred, although some of them had to run through 
the rain. There was a fine congregation. The sacred edifice was taste- 
fully decorated with some of our choicest flowers and fruits. Before the 
Service commenced several persons carried a variety of the fruits of the 
earth as a thank-offering ; many of these were nicely arranged about the 
chancel-railing with imposing effect, reminding all of the occasion of the 
Service. There were seen, interspersed among flowers and pretty vines, 
oranges, bananas, potatoes, watermelons, papaws, cabbage, green corn, 
ocra, bread-fruit, etc. In the centre of all stood a stock of casava, just as 
it grew in the field, with enough of the esculent and very nutritious roots 
—our most common article of diet—clinging to it to make a meal fora 
family of five or six. This was part of a widow’s offering. Besides 
these fruits, a collection was taken up in cash amounting to thirteen dol- 
lars and ninety-one cents. 

After full Services, in which Rey. Mr. Fair took part, I preached from 
Psalm Ixviii. 19: “ Blessed be the Lorp, Who daily loadeth us with bene- 
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fits, even the Gop of our salvation.” It was observed that, as a people, 
we have particular reason for blessing Gop and giving Him thanks. This 
time last year we were in the midst of a sad calamity—war, with starva- 
tion and all other evils that belong to it, staring us in the face. A most 
merciful Providence came to the rescue, and gave deliverance. All were 
urged to unite heartily in the thanksgiving, and, in token of the same, to 
make the best offering in their power—that of themselves, souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto Gop. 

The hearts of some of the most needy in the community have been 
made glad, and some of their necessities relieved by a distribution of the 
offering. May Gop accept and bless ! 


MISSIONARY MEETING. 


Last night (Sunday) our monthly Missionary meeting was held. I 
should explain that we have a Missionary Society, made up of all the 
members of the Church. A committee of three is set apart to visit the 
native Africans residing in the parish, and the heathen towns in the 
vicinity, in order to impart religious instruction. Another committee, 
composed of ten gentlemen, collect items of Missionary news from dif- 
ferent parts of the world (each having his own sphere) for the benefit of 
the Society. Thus we are kept posted with the efforts that are being put 
forth for the spread of the Gospel throughout the world. A third com- 
mittee is on finance, and is composed of two gentlemen, whose duty it is 
to collect funds. 

The meeting last night was not as largely attended as is usual, owing 
to the inclemency of the weather ; yet it was very interesting. Mr. 
Ashton, our senior warden, who is on the visiting committee, gave a report 
of his visits to the native Africans, who have come here from other parts 
seeking employment. He spoke particularly of one John Potter, a prince 
from the Bassa country—one of the most honest and straitforward heathen 
men that he has ever met with. The young prince appreciates his visits 
and expresses great anxiety to learn the things of Gop. Mr. A. attaches 
great importance to the efforts that he is putting forth for the benefit of 
this young man, from the fact that he may some day be king over his 
heathen tribe. We unite with him in the hope that having come here 
seeking worldly goods, he may return to his country with the pearl of 
great price. 

The Missionary Committee read to us items of intelligence from Pal- 
estine, London, Japan, Egypt, Abyssinia, Mexico and South America, 
all of which were very interesting. 


SPECIAL SERVICE, 


We are waiting anxiously to hear who is to be our Bishop. A 
special Service was held on the 13th ult., which was devoted exclu- 
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sively to this subject. We knew that on that day the House of Bishops 
would convene, and so prayed the Hoty Sprrrr to be present and guide 
them in making the choice. Rev. Messrs. Seton, Fair and Gibson were 
present, and each took part in the Service. 
With best regards, 
Yours faithfully. 


REPORT OF A COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO VISIT NATIVE STATIONS ON 
THE CAVALLA RIVER, LIBERIA, W. A., AUG., 1876. 


Tur Committee appointed to visit the different Mission Stations for 
the purpose of gathering such information as to their present state which 
the Foreign Committee desire, beg to present the following Report : 


Having made the necessary arrangements for travelling, we left 
Cavalla Station early on Thursday morning. One hour’s walk in a north- 
easterly direction brought us to Dinyemalu, where a canoe, which was 
hired for the purpose, was waiting. Three minutes paddling on a little 
creek, and we were on the Cavalla River. In one hour and five minutes 
from our starting we were opposite Nyado—Hening Station ; but con- 
cluded to pass on, and stop on our return, Another one hour and five 
minutes, and we were at Hidie. There is no one there now to represent 
the cause. There are two towns not far apart with a population of about 
one thousand. The people were called together by the headman, and 
we preached to a congregation of sixty persons. It is at this place that 
the great Devil Docter lives, who is consulted by all the tribes far and 
near, We met and conversed with some strangers who had come from 
Graway, about forty miles distant, to learn where their tribe should make 
their next rice farms. We left this place at 12.55 p.m., and in one hour 
and fifteen minutes we were opposite Gideyatabo ; but did not stop, as 
Mr. Boyd, the Catechist, was not at home and had promised to meet us 
on our return. One hour and two minutes longer and we were abreast of 
Dineh, This place was also passed by for the present ; and two hours 
fifty minutes longer were spent in reaching Nyinimu, where we put up 
for the night. 

On Friday morning the people were called together, and we preached 
to seventy-five persons. At 9.49 A. M., our canoe was made ready and we 
were off again. The river is very winding, especially just above Nyinimnu ; 
we were sometimes going cast, then north, then north-west. There was a 
very strong current against us although we went in the most favorable 
time. It is a difficult matter to ascend in the rainy season. Having four 
good able-bodied canoe men we were able to advance at a pretty rapid 
rate. Two hours and three minutes steady paddling brought us to Tebo. 
Mr. J. A. Russell was the last Missionary here. Nothing is now left to 
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mark it as a Mission Station but two or three fruit trees that were planted 
near the house, of which not a vestige remains. There are three towns 
about a mile apart. We estimated the population at about seven hundred. 
We met a heathen man who said he had been one of Mr. Russell’s 
scholars, and produced a much worn G’debo Bible History. We gave 
him a few sentences, and he read them with ease ; and, on being asked, 
told us the meaning of what he had read. He said there was another 
man who could also read ; but he was then absent. It was most cheering 
to witness such a result of Missionary efforts. Although there is now no 
teacher among the people, these men are able to read about the things of 
Gop for themselves and tell others about them too. The people were 
called together, and we preached to them, There were twenty-six hearers. 
This being harvest time not many of the people are to be found in the 
towns. 

We left Tebo at thirty-four minutes past 1 p.m. In three hours and 
eight minutes time we landed at Webo. ‘The situation of Bohlen Station 
is quite unlike all the others. They are right on the river’s bank. Here, 
after landing, we had to walk one hour in a narrow path through the 
bush—north-westerly direction—before we could reach the Station. 

On Saturday we visited the principal town—Nitelu—on a very high 
hill, eighteen minutes walk from the Station. There are five other towns 
within three miles of the Station. Total population, 1,500. 

On Sunday morning we celebrated the Holy Communion in the Mis- 
sion-house. Rey. S. W. Seton, who was also there, sent by the Govern- 
ment on a mission of peace, took part with us in the Service. There are 
twelve Christians at Webo, including children. Of these, eight are com- 
municants. Only half of the number, however, were present. In the 
afternoon we preached at Nitelu. There were fifty hearers. Three lit- 
tle boys, taught by Mr. Slattery, one of the students of the Hoffman 
Institute, were examined. They knew the whole of the English Alpha- 
bet, which they had learned in about four weeks’ time. 

On Monday morning we left Webo, turning our faces homeward. 
Having the current in our favor now, we were able to glide down the 
river in two-thirds of the time that it took usto goup. At5P.M., 
Dineh was reached. We landed and visited the town. There was once 
a Mission Station here; but for a long time there has been no one in 
charge. There are two towns half a mile apart. Population about. six 
hundred. A short distance from the town is a house occupied by some 
civilized G’deboes, from Hoffman Station, who are farming there. 

At dusk we arrived at Gideyatabo. Mr. Boyd was waiting to receive 
us. There are two towns near the Station, with a population of about 
four hundred and fifty. The Mission-house was burnt some time ago ; 
another is being erected : a part of the wood work is finished. Mr. Boyd 
informed us that he had thirty scholars in two towns. Nearly all of 
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them were then away at their farms. We examined one little boy, who is 
beginning to read in his own tongue. He also visits three towns on Sun- 
days for preaching. 

On Tuesday morning we left Gideyatabo and stopped next at one of 
the Babo towns—Nyado—Hening Station. There are three towns with- 
in half a mile of the station. Total population eleven hundred. The 
people were called together in the headman’s house, and we preached to 
sixty persons. After we concluded, they insisted upon our giving them 
a “dash,” which they said had been the custom with the first Missionaries. 
We objected to giving anything, which caused them to become enraged ; 
and they declared that they would hereafter prevent Missionaries going up 
the river beyond their towns unless they give them apresent. From this 
place we continued down the river to Kablake, which is situated at its 
mouth. Here we met Mr. Shannon, the Catechist, waiting for us, as had 
been previously arranged. Mr. Shannon resides at Cavalla, where he 
pursues his studies in the Hoffman Institute, and visits this town with two 
other nearer ones on Sundays. Ofcourse he cannot do much under such an 
arrangement. He reported eighteen scholars in the three towns. There 
is a Mission-house here, built after the native style ; butit is unoccupied, 
and will soon be unfit for use unless some one have the care of it. Total 
population of the three towns, eight hundred and fifty. Leaving Kablake 
we crossed the river to Bliwodo, a Babo town, where we put up for the 
night. 

At day-break on Wednesday we started down the beach for Rock- 
booka, which was reached in one hour. Met Mr. Killen, the Catechist, 
in the Mission-house, which is in pretty good condition. There are 
eleven towns within three miles of the Station. Total population three 
thousand. Mr. Killen reported twenty-five scholars in two towns. We 
did not see any of them, as they had gone to their farms. The headman 
called the people together ; but only sixteen assembled, for the reason 
already mentioned. To them we preached. After which there was a 
long talk about “dash,” similar to that with the other Baboes at Nyado ; 
though these exhibited no bitter feelings : they seemed disposed to argue 
the point with us. They named the several Missionaries, white and col- 
ored, who had lived among them and given them a Christmas “ dash” 
every year, and insisted that they should receive the same now. We 
told them that the first Missionaries never intended to pay them for the 
privilege of teaching and preaching to them, but simply gave them pres- 
ents as a token of good feeling, etc.; but that after it was discovered 
that the people generally regarded it as pay, it was determined to break 
up the custom; that they should rather give the Missionaries, etc. They 
dismissed the subject without making any threats as the others did. We 
left this place in the afternoon and retraced our steps. Arriving at 
Bliwodo, we took the canoe again, and one hour’s paddling brought us 
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back to Dinyemalu, thence we walked to Cavalla Station, and our jour- 
ney came to an end, Respectfully submitted, 
M. P. VALENTINE, 
S. D. Fereuson. 
Harper, Liperta, West AFrica, 
August 19, 1876. 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN WESTERN AFRICA. 


Tue following extracts are from an article written by Prof. E. W. 
Blyden, of Liberia, and published in Fraser's Magazine, and republished 
in Littell’s Living Age, November, 1876. 


“One of the most important of the results which have occurred from 
the labors and sufferings of Livingstone has been the light which he has 
been able to throw upon the subject of the African races at home, awaken- 
ing at least doubts in the minds of the most apathetic as to the truthful- 
ness or fairness of the representations disparaging to the negro’s character 
which have been for so long a time in unimpeded circulation. The whole 
Christian world has been aroused by that humble Missionary to the im- 
portance of ‘healing the open sore of the world’ and penetrating the 
‘ dark continent’ with the light of Christianity and civilization. Catholics 
and Protestants—Christians of every name and nationality—are vying 
with each other in endeavors to promote the work of African regeneration. 

“One sanguine or sensational letter from Mr. Stanley calling attention 
to a favorable opening for Missionary operations in East Africa fell upon 
the British public like seed into prepared soil, and in a short time, a 
bountiful harvest was reaped in the shape of thousands of pounds in re- 
sponse to the more urgent than ‘ Macedonian cry.’ This prompt liberality 
shows that there are Christian men and women in England who are deeply 
in earnest in the work of disseminating the truths of the Gospel in Africa, 

“Tt is evident that, at the present moment, there is no Mission field 
in which the Christian public are so anxiously interested for the safety, 
welfare and success of the Missionaries as the African, and there is none, 
moreover, whose successful working by European Missionaries so ulti- 
mately depends upon special and constant study of the mental and moral 
habits of the people and the climatic peculiarities of the country. And 
yet in the constant necessity which presses upon Missionary Committees 
at home and upon Missionaries themselves to find what may hold the 
public ear, in the impatient demand for immediate visible results, in the 
unceasing strain after fresh subjects for exciting paragraphs, no leisure or 
repose is left for quiet thought, for grappling with new facts, or for 

giving due weight to views out of their accustomed groove of thought.” 
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“ Now, why is it that the evangelization of the tribes of West Africa, 
after so many years of effort and so vast a sacrifice of life and money, is 
so backward? The first and most generally admitted cause is the un- 
healthiness of the climate ; and this cause, we may premise, affects inju- 
rieusly all progress and growth in West Africa to a far greater extent 
than is generally supposed. No one will undertake to dispute at this day 
that the moral and intellectual character of a people is very largely de- 
pendent upon their physical environments. No great man physically or 
mentally has ever been developed in the inhospitable regions of Green- 
land or Tierra del Fuego.” 


“ Now it is well known that a belt of malarious lands, which are hot- 
beds of fever, extends along the whole of the west coast of Africa, run- 
ning from forty to fifty miles back from the sea coast. In this region of 
country neither cattle nor horses will thrive. Horses will not live at all. 
Sheep, goats and hogs drag out an indifferent existence. At Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, and other settlements on the coast, fortunes have been expended 
by lovers of horses in trying to keep them ; but with the most scrupulous 
and expensive care they die. The experiment of keeping them constantly 
housed, like human beings, and imposing upon them the regulation, ‘ early 
to bed, and early to rise,’ has, we believe, not yet been tried. 

“The healthfulness of a country or district, at any given time, may 
generally be determined by the condition of the animals. In pestilential 
disorders, four-footed animals are said to be first attacked, from their 
living more in the open air than man, and being, therefore, more exposed 
to the action of the atmosphere. 

“In the elevated regions of the interior of West Africa, where there 
are no dense primeval forests, extensive swamps, and pestilential jungles, 
cattle and horses show no signs of ‘infection’ or ‘ poisoned state of the 
blood.’ They flourish in uncounted herds. And in those regions men 
are healthy, vigorous and intelligent.” 


“ Under such circumstances, unless Missionary Boards or Committees, 
and the American Colonization Society in America are content to repeat 
the sacrifices they have already made of life and treasure, during another 
fifty years, with similar inadequate results, would it not be wisdom to try 
operations in the healthy regions of the interior, where ‘ every prospect 
pleases,’ and ‘man’ is not so ‘vile’? As long as the malarious vegetation 
and deadly mangrove swamps occupy so large a proportion of West-Af- 
rican territory, there will be no more probability of making any perma- 
nent moral, or even material progress on the coast, or of developing a 


great mind, than there is of improving the haunts of the polar bear and 
the reindeer.” 
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PALESTINE. 


LETTER FROM MISS M. B. BALDWIN. 
JaFFa, Vovember 4, 1876. 

Dear Frienp: After six weeks’ vacation we re-opened our school on 
the 18th of September, and in a few days the number of scholars was up 
to forty—and in about a month it increased to fifty-two. The school goes 
on nicely now, and is in excellent order. 

The Rey. Mr. Hall and his wife are now here. They are sent by the 
English Church Missionary Society as Missionaries especially to the 
Mohammedans. They have taken a house in town and expect to get into 
it next week ; in the meantime they are staying at Miss Arnott’s. Mr. 
Hall has arranged to continue to have the afternoon English Service in 
our house. He has had Service twice, and they are both delighted to 
find so many things to their hand for the Services. The first Sunday 
there was Communion, and they were so pleased to see, and use, our Com- 
munion plate and the reading desk, both of which Miss Arthur so kindly 
sent us. Wespoke of our need of some benches, and Mr. Hall at once 
said he would have them made. Mrs. Hall will be most happy to play on 
the organ, and will take four of our boys to form a choir. Mr. Hall has 
most kindly taken Mr. Murad for his Catechist, with the privilege of con- 
tinuing to give two hours to our school as before. We like both Mr. 
and Mrs. Hall exceedingly, and think they will do much good here, and 
believe they will be a stay and comfort to us. 

We are still in doubt whether there will be continued war or not. 
The decision of the European powers is not yet known here. 

We have received into our family another boarding pupil who desires 
to prepare himself to become a teacher, and I will devote Mrs. Pearson’s 
donation to him. He is about seventeen years of age. 

I will write again before very long. 


“THE ORTHODOX MISSIONARY SOCIETY ” OF RUSSIA. 


Tux following Paper has been translated and compiled for Tar Spirrr 
or Misstons, from articles in the Missioner, of Moscow, the organ of the 
Society : 

The Orthodox Missionary Society held its Sixth Annual Meeting in 
Moscow, May 16-28, 1876. The Divine Liturgy was celebrated in the 
Uspensky Cathedral, by the Most Reverend Innocent, Metropolitan of 
Moscow. After this Service, which was largely attended, the members 
of the Society, to the number of about two hundred, met in the Myrovar- 
nia Hall. When the meeting had been opened by the Most Reverend 
President, the report for the past year was read. The facts mentioned 

in this Report were of the most encouraging nature. 
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The number of members of the Society in 1875 was 6,670. The offer- 
ings for the year amounted to 106,794 roubles and 6 copecks (4 roubles= 
$3 in gold, very nearly ; 100 copecks=1 rouble). Besides this, there was 
collected in boxes in the churches, as “ Offerings for the Propagation of 
Orthodoxy amongst the Heathen within the Empire,” the sum of 29,835 
roubles. The Missionary Society being entrusted with the expenditure 
of these offerings also, the total amount of its receipt for the year was 
136,629 roubles, 91 copecks. The assets of the Society, January 1, 1875, 
amounted to 431,837 roubles, 82 copecks ; the receipts for the year 1875 
exceeded the expenditures by 32,448 roubles, 90 copecks ; so that the 
assets, January 1, 1876, were 464,286 roubles, 72 copecks. This was made 
up of the permanent fund, 245,623 roubles, 65 copecks, the reserve fund, 
153,776 roubles, 70 copecks, and cash on hand, 64,886 roubles, 37 copecks. 
Of the receipts, nearly 60,000 roubles came through the Diocesan Com- 
mittee of the Society, 14,966 roubles, 58 copecks, were from interest on 
investments. The expenditures of the Society for 1875 amounted to 
104,181 roubles. Of this, the appropriations for the general work of the 
Society were 51,440 roubles, 18 copecks ; special appropriation for Mis- 
sions in the Diocese of Irkutsk, 3,100 roubles ; sundry minor special appro- 
priations, 1,915 roubles, 22 copecks ; special offerings for Japan, 19,366 
roubles, 65 copecks ; special offerings for the Altar Mission, 1881 roubles, 
45 copecks ; expended by Diocesan Committee in Mission work 18,915 
roubles, 37 copecks ; expenses of the Council of the Society (including 
travelling expenses of Missionaries) 7,561 roubles, 93 copecks. 

In addition to the twenty-two Diocesan Committees previously exist- 
jng, three new Committees had been founded the past year, viz., in the 
the Dioceses of Simbirsk, Orenburg and Kharkoff ; and preliminary steps 
have been taken for the establishment, this present year, of Committees 
in the Dioceses of Mstislav and Oufa. 

The Society has had special interest in assisting Mission work in the 
Diocese of Kazan. It has been the means of opening, at Kazan, a Mis- 
sion-house in which there may be trained priests understanding the lan- 
guage and modes of life of people of other race than the Russians, to 
labor in parishes where such may be found. Acting in concert with a 
Special Committee of the Brotherhood of St. Gonry, there has been founded, 
in connection with that Brotherhood, a Society of Priests with the special 
object of translating into the different languages such works as may be 
needed in Missions. Towards the expenses of translating and printing 
these, the Society makes an annual appropriation of 4,000 roubles. 

Considerable assistance has been rendered to some of the Missionaries 
in Siberia, in the way of making their condition more comfortable, It is 
proposed to establish a fund in behalf of these Missionaries, so as to make 
each year, some addition to their salaries. 

During the past year, the Japan Mission has been, with the imperial 
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sanction, entrusted to the care of the Society, This Mission is advancing 
with a steady progress. But, in the words of the head of the Mission, 
“the aid rendered it from various quarters serves rather to excite its 
hopes than to satisfy its needs.” A full statement of these needs may 
be found in the “ Appeal, to the Russian Church, of the Japan Mission,” 
published in the Missioner. 

After the reading of the report, the estimates for the year were 
approved, and the elections ordered by the Constitution proceeded with. 
The following officers were to be elected for the term of two years: a 
Second Vice President, eight members of the Council of the Society, as 
many candidates for that office in addition, and a Treasurer. Prince B. 
A. Tcherkasky was re-elected Vice President, and the following persons 
members of the Council ; Prince N. P. Mestchersky, A. N. Ferepantoff, 
the Archpriest A. I. Klutchareff, Prince D, M. Golitzin, the Archpriest 
N. D. Lavoff, Count A. B. Bobrinsky, Court Councillor I. 8. Aksakoff, 
and the Archpriest A. M. Ivanoff-Platonoff. The candidates chosen were 
Prince A. C. Mestchersky, I. A. Liamin, B. M. Bostondjoglo, the Arch- 
priest I. N. Rojdestrensky, P. G. Tchouvikoff, 8. M. Solorieff, the Arch- 
priest N. B. Blagorazonmoff and B. D. Konshen. The Treasurer B. D. 
Aksenoff was re-elected. The first three of the above candidates, and 
the Treasurer, were appointed by the Most Reverend President, in accord- 
ance with the authority given him in Section 26 of the Constitution of 
the Society, members of the Council for the next two years. 


SUICIDE AMONGST THE WOMEN OF CHINA. 


As I was sitting in my quiet room this afternoon I heard heavy steps 
coming up stairs, and presently a voice called, “A woman has tried to 
kill herself by taking opium, and medicine is wanted for her.” I fur- 
nished the quantity needed, and the messenger quickly departed to try 
the efficacy of the foreign prescription. . Calls of this kind are numerous, 
for the crime of suicide is by no means rare. Sorrow of heart and wear- 
ness of life may sometimes be the cause, but in the cases I have visited 
anger has always been the motive. A quarrel with some member of the 
family, generally with the husband if the woman is married, prompts an 
insane desire for revenge, which can be taken in no surer way than by 
killing one’s self. For in addition to the expense of the funeral, and 
the loss of her valuable services in the household, the woman gloats in 
imagination over the annoyances her disembodied spirit will inflict upon 
the person who has irritated her. Amongst the Chinese the threat is very 
common, “If you offend me, I shall certainly take my own life and after- 
wards my spirit will give you no rest.” Revenge is so sweet, that often 
the person cannot refrain from exulting openly in its anticipation after 
the poison is swallowed, when the intended victims take active measures 
to save themselves. As taking opium is the favorite method of commit- 
ting suicide, the services of a foreigner are frequently called for, to 
administer mustard, which is regarded as a soverign antidote, and the 
friends seem to think it will be more efficatious, if the foreigner applies it 
in person. Hence we are compelled to play the physician in cases when 
it would be far more agreeable to remain at home. For the patient 
- almost always struggles and resists any attempt to help her, so that the 
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faces and clothes of the attendants receive a liberal portion of the medi- 
cine before she drinks one drop, whilst the wails of her friends, the stifling 
breath of the crowd, that invariably forces a way after the foreigner, and 
the sickening disorder and dirt everywhere visible, destroy every vestige 
of the impressive or romantic in the effort of poor humanity to “ shuftie 
off this mortal coil.” If the opium has not been swallowed long, there is 
little difficulty in relieving the case. Often, however, the friends delay 
calling in the foreigner until the poison has been diffused throughout the 
system, when no means at our command will avail. 

It is in some cases considered honorable to commit suicide. I have 
visited a temple in which are kept memorials of fifty-three women who 
have been eulogized by order of the Emperor for killing themselves on 
the death of their husbands, and who are worshipped in this temple twice 
a year. I have heard of another temple adorned with tablets given by 
the Emperor, and sacred to the spirits of women who thus committed 
suicide.— Miss A. C. Safford. 
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HAITI.—Steamers (Weekly), Postage 10 cents. Newspapers and Books free through the Mission ; 
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LIBERIA.—Via Southampton 
Newspapers, each - - - 
By Sailing Vessels (occasionally), 


(thence Weekly), Letters, each half ounce or fraction thereof, - 
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THE FOREGOING RATES APPLY TO ANY POST-OFFICE IN THE UNITED STATES. 


N. B.—To make sure of the proper address on 


points on the coast), it will be best to attach the proper amount of 


letters for Africa (as Steamers touch only at certain 


Stamps, and enclose the letter in a 


separate envelope to the Secretary of the Foreign Committee, Protestant Episcopal Church, 28 Bible House, 


New York. 
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Box Association.—Our Missionary Boxes are issued free of cost to destina- 
or in larger quantities, as required, packed in Cartoons of ten each (by Express). 


turns are to be made Semi-annually, at Christmas and Easter. Remittances, accompanied by a list 


showing number and contents of each box, to be addressed to JAMES 
Foreign Committee, Prot. Epis. Church, 23 Bible House, 


are kept. 


M. Brown, EsqQ., Treasurer of th 
New York, where the books of the Acaobiatiod 


A Christmas Card Will be forwarded to each box-holder who sends Christmas offerings, and 
An Easter Card will go to each one who sends Easter offerings, 
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FREEDMAN’S DEPARTMENT. 


PAN UA RY, 13777. 


x % AM communications for the Executive Committee of the Commission of 
Home Missions for Colored People should be addressed to the office, No. 40 BiBLE 
House, Astor Pracz, N. Y., to she Rev. Cuas. H. Hatt, D.D., Chairman, 
the Rev. C. C. Tirrany, Corresponding Secretary, or the Rev. WELLINGTON 
E. Wess, Office Secretary. Remittances /o be made to LLoyp W. WELLs, Esq., 
Treasurer, 119 2d Avenue, NV. ¥., or to Rev. Mr. Wess. Postal Money 


Orders to be drawn on Station D, New York. 


The Freedmen of the South, for good or for ill, they are our fellow- 
citizens. We have too much at stake to allow them to go back to heathen- 
ism. Our love for our Southern kinsmen, our pity for the poor, our hopes 
for our Country, and our fealty to Christ, urge us to give to them the Gospel. 
It may be that through those whom our fathers sold into bondage, Africa is 
to be redeemed, and Ethiopia to stretch out her hands unto God.—BisHor 


WHIPPLE. 


OUR NORMAL AND TRAINING SCHOOL, RALEIGH, N. C. 


As inquiries are frequently made relative to our Normal School at 
Raleigh, we cannot do better here than to advert to the facts of its estab- 
lishment in the year A.D. 1867. It was felt at that time, as it is now, as 
expressed in a letter from Bishop Atkinson, that in order that the educa- 
tion of the Freedmen of the South might be general and effective, it must, 
to a great extent, be conducted by teachers of their own color. In this 
point of view, a Normal School seemed to be altogether indispensable to 
the effectual accomplishment of the good work on which the Church had 
entered. Through the kindness of the executors of Charles Avery, Esq., 
who devised a large sum of money to be devoted to the elevation of the 
Colored People in this country and Canada, the Normal School was organ- 
ized, A charter was obtained under the general law of the State of 
North Carolina, and trustees were appointed, with the Bishop at the 
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head. Twenty-five thousand dollars were given as an endowment, to be 
held in trust by the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, the interest of which is to be devoted to 
this purpose forever. Thus, under the direction and control of the resi- 
dent Clergy, a training school for Ministers and Teachers was established. 
As was well remarked at the time, the act gave to the work a completion 
and symmetry which it needed. 

The first want after emancipation, was the Christian school of the 
most primary character. This was met so far as the offerings allowed, 
and these schools were scattered in positions where the need seemed the 
greatest. The Normal and Training School came in to supply the future 
wants of the South in this respect : that at as early a period as practica- 
ble, Teachers and Clergy might be obtained of the African race. Like 
all such institutions, it hada diversified experience. Sometimes depressed, 
and beset and hindered, by the impatience of people who could not tarry 
for results, but nevertheless, in the main and persistently carrying out the 
plans of its founders. It has, we are thankful to say, passed through the 
period of its discouragement ; we trust, forever, and is now doing a noble 
work for the Church. The endowment gives it a stability, which mere 
annual offerings could hardly accomplish, and to all who really feel called 
to the sacred Ministry, or the position of Christian teachers, it is willing 
to lend a helping hand, and bring them forward fitted and prepared, so 
far as human teaching can, for the responsibilities of their calling. 
What it has done in later years, can be seen in our last two Annual Re- 
ports to the Board of Missions. 

To those wishing to do something for future generations, the out- 
lay for small sections of ground, to be held in trust by the Domestic and 
Foreign Society—in trust forever—for Missions and school-houses, is an 
efficient plan ; than which there can be no more far-reaching charity 
to the race, especially when it is remembered that the insignificant sum 
of ten or twelve dollars will often purchase an acre of ground for that 
purpose. On this the Sunday-school room and futnre chapel when needed, 
may be erected. We commend this thought to some of our Christian 
Auxiliary Societies, as a means whereby (long after we have passed away) 
the Masrer’s work may still be carried forward. 


THE SECOND STAGE OF THE WORK. 


We have now reached the second stage of our work. The primary and 
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ordinary school, so much needed in the beginning, has been largely met 
by public provision ; especially in the larger towns, where the public 
schools for the colored children are many of them excellent. 

It was proposed by the Board of Missions, and action taken, as long ago 
as October, 1875, “ That hereafter the work of the Commission, so far as it 
may take the educational direction, be limited to Church Normal Schools 
for Teachers, or Church Training Schools for the Clergy.” 

The Executive Committee have therefore resolved to close the schools 
after the 1st of March next, and transfer their means to the support of 
Missions and Missionaries. Several of these educational efforts have at- 
tained the dignity of the former already, but for the remainder, it is the 
expressed will of the Church that the Committee should adopt the plan 
suggested. 

It has been proposed that the local Clergy, where opportunity pre- 
sented itself for doing the work vigorously, be assisted by the Commis- 
sion, That when a Rector felt the way was open, and that he could 
reach the Colored People, if at the same time able to give a portion of 
his time to preaching to them, and planting a dona fide Church Sunday- 
school among them, he should be assisted. We are happy to add that 
(despite of political excitements) such a work has in several places, sus- 
tained and co-operated in by the efficient Lay Helper, been inaugurated. 
We can only wish those workers—Clerical and Lay—Gop speed in the 


opening and increasing opportunity. 


RICHMOND, VA. 


MISS HELEN J. KING. 


», Tux following Report will speak for itself.—Kp. 

g|! Inclosed I send the Report of Miss Helen J. King’s Sewing School for 
Colored Girls, in connection with St. Philip’s Chapel (colored), Rich- 
mond, Va. 


This School commenced Ist October, 1875, and closed May 15, 1876. 


INGA SIOMS CHOLATSHON WO TOA acters. as o14.4/s oc. sinacleisein eee 46 eineie desis ois 60 
ETA OMALUCHOAU COMMIS t Aaeyaivrierere cis clave cre ens o o'accrectricte ce faced of gioleee ei siane a's 55 
Number of pieces given out and completed in the School........ ......+. .-- 200 
BEC Uy DE Rash NC la, RE. BE ROOOP OR OCOD ODES 0) LOO COCOONS corn 200 


Course of Instruction—Hymns memorized and sung the next Sun- 
day at Sunday-school; the Church Catechism recited in concert, and 
some Bible story read while the scholars were sewing. 

Contributions from Abroad.—A box from —-—— Church, Syracuse, 
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New York, containing 42 yards of calico, 6 yards bleached cotton, spools 
of cotton and needles ; a small box by mail from a Mission Sewing School 
of the same church, filled with needlesand cotton; a box from Emmanuel 
Church, Boston, with over 200 ready made garments, and pieces for 4 
bed-quilts ; a half barrel from -——— Church, Waterloo, with ready- 
made garments and others cut out for the class. 

The clothes not needed in the class were distributed to the needy and 
the aged. Heven J. Kine. 


I will only add that this self-denying and most estimable Christian lady, 
though compelled to teach a day-school for her own support, and suffer- 
ing from defective vision, gave one afternoon of every week to this Col- 
ored Sewing School, besides teaching in the Sunday-school of St. Philip’s 
and doing much work in her own church among the whites. 

The improvement of the girls of the Colored Sewing School was very 
decided not only in sewing but in behavior and character. 

Pike Powers. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The Treasurer of Home Missions to Colored People acknowledges the receipt of the following 
sums for November, 1876. 


VERMONT. LONG ISLAND. 
i ry— Brooklyn—A friend.............. 100 00 
Middlebury—A friend............ 1500 1500 Flushing—Little Neck, Zion Ch., 90 92 190 92 
\y 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. ‘ PENNSYLVANIA. 


Portsmouth—-Rey. A. Elwyn.... 200 2 00 Philadelphia — Through Freed- 


man’s Branch of Wo- 


RHODE ISLAND, man’s Auxiliary....... Rie 
South Portsmouth—St. Mary’s.. 6 50 St. Clement’s GH 19 09 
Westerly—Christ Ch.............. 24 00 Ch. of the Atonement.. 2 00 
Woonsocket—St. James’ Ch...... 1600 45 50 Miscellaneous.. yes 2 00 
West Chester—Holy Trinity. sslee ~ 800 00 
MASSACHUSETTS. York—St. John’s Ch...........0-. 3427 354 27 
Lawrence—William Lawrence... 3000 380 00 DELAWARE. 
CONNECTICUT. Wwilmington—St. John’s Ch..... - 1500 15 00 
New Haven—Trinity Chapel...... 5 00 MARYLAND. 
Newtown—Trinity Chitteiienecccwe 16 92 21 92 Annapotis—Convocation......... 6 29 6 29 
NEW YORK. OHIO. 
Philipsetown—St, Philips in the Sandusky—Grace Ch.....ee.ee... 2000 20 00 
ghlands iieccs esse 17 
New wont CL a Sires INDIANA. 
settee ee ees : Westville—Mrs. J. M.C........... 1 
Uiivare Mn tedakae, eleneievere » 202 04 235 49 a 4.08 
MICHIGAN, 


NORTHERN NEW JERSEY. 
East Orange—Christ Ch., a mem- 


East Saginaw—St. Paul’sCh,... 10¢0 1000 


ber, through Woman’s DAKOTA, 

ATEXUIATY ic cectecisicseescrete 5 00 Crow Creek AGENCY .....+.. e006. 8 00 5 00 
Orange—Grace Ch.. eocsssee 5210 _—— 
Paterson—Ch. of Holy ‘Commun- : $1,011 09 

ON asto doaaodassien AboGe, Lona) Amount previously acknowledged.... 750 58 
Newar St. Rae’ ong » AOE ‘ —_——__ 

St. Louis........ soe 200 69 20 Total..... scence eeeeccvecccesees BI, VOL 67 


SUPPLIES: 1 box from Mrs. Case, through Woman’s Committee. 1boxfrom Mrs. Hurd and 
Mrs, Gordon, through same. 2 packages from Trinity Chapel, through same. 2 boxes for Miss 
Swetland. 3g barrel of clothing from St. Luke's Ch. St, Alban's, Vt. 


SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. 
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WOMAN’S WORK. 


Communications relating to this Department should be addressed, 
Miss Jura C. Emery, Secretary Woman’s Auziliary, 
21 Bible House, New York Oity. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP SPALDING. 


My pear Miss Emery : It gives me great pleasure to avail myself of 
the opportunity you give me, to say something to the readers of your 
Department of THE Sprrir or Misstons concerning Woman’s Work in 
the Mission field, and to base upon this work, now in successful operation 
and needing help to carry it on, a plea for the enlargement of the scope 
of the labors of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Board. 

In October, 1874, I engaged a Sister from the Memorial House in 
Philadelphia for Mission work in Denver. To my great astonishment I 
soon learned that there were grave doubts at home in regard to such 
work, and that it might have to encounter opposition. It was deemed 
best to postpone it until the way should be prepared. Assuming the 
charge of Trinity Memorial Church in the winter of 1875, and in the fall 
of the same year, securing the Rev. Charles N. Allen as my helper in this 
Mission, I was able to feel sufficiently sure of my ground to carry out the 
original purpose. Sister Eliza came in August, 1875. Taking charge of 
the infant class at Trinity, she soon added much to its numbers and 
interest, and by visiting from house to house in the parochial limits of 
the Mission, found out many neglectful and neglected families of the 
Church, and others, thus increasing materially the congregation. 

The next work undertaken was at the County Hospital, which is near 
the city. By my request, semi-weekly visits were made by her for the 
purpose of ministering to the sick and afflicted in that institution. Soon 
I was called upon to administer the Holy Communion and to hold Service, 
to baptize, confirm, and bury the dead. A Sunday morning Service bya 
lay-reader has been continued for over a year. Some ten or more burials 
have been attended with the Church Service—a change from carrying 
forth the dead in a wagon for burial without religious Service of any 
kind, which is peculiarly grateful. Five have been confirmed at the 
Hospital, and the Lorp’s Supper has been celebrated ten or twelve times, 
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often with twelve or more communicants. Rey. Mr. Allen is ready at all 
times to supplement the Sister’s work, and to make it effective by his own 
ministrations. 

In North Denver, across the Platte River, there seemed to be special 
need of Church work. A school-house being for sale, I bought it with 
funds supplied by friends in Philipsburgh, Pennsylvania, and converted 
it into All Saints’ Mission Chapel. Sister Eliza opened a Sunday-school 
in September, 1875, acting herself as superintendent. Shortly after, she 
established a mothers’ meeting and an industrial school for children, All 
these good works have secured efficient helpers, and are increasingly suc- 
cessful. 

In West Denver, across Cherry Creek, is Emmanuel Mission. Begun 
as a Sunday-school in May, 1874, it could be nothing more until the 
increase of our working force enabled us to develop the Mission work. 
Having set off this and other outlying parts of Denver, such as could not 
be worked by the old parish church, as Mission ground, I began Services 
on week-day nights last Lent, both at Emmanuel and All Saints’ Missions, 
the Sister and others making visits to increase the congregations. These 
Services were continued by Mr. Allen and myself with good results, until 
securing another assistant, the Rev. D. Convers, a Deacon, the first of 
July, we were able to have Sunday Services which are now held in both 
Missions. 

The summary of results from Sister Eliza’s labors, for the first year, is 
as follows: Baptisms 32, confirmed 12, brought to the Holy Communion 
17, visits made, nearly 800. 

All Saints’ Mission, begun as an experiment, becoming permanent, it 
became necessary to secure a lot for the building. The cost of the lot on 
which the chapel stands, being on the principal street in a most eligible 
location, is $800. Even in these times we could do no better than to 
secure it. To complete this purchase $500 must be raised. The necessity 
grows out of “ Woman’s Work.” I earnestly desire that some friend or 
friends of this work should send me the amount needed. 

Another necessity arising from this work was the building of a chapel 
for Emmanuel Mission. In addition to the $1,500 given by Mr. Elms, 
about $500 will be raised by the people. But some four or five hundred 
dollars more will be needed to plaster, seat and furnish the building for 
occupancy. Till this is done, the Services and Sunday-school must be 
held in a very inconvenient place, and the Bible class of men, which is 
one of the most encouraging features of the Mission, can have no sufficient 
accommodations. 'This class has been gathered by a lady whose past expe- 
rience gives her good success. 

The work of the Sister has made so good an impression in Denver, 
that an application has come to me through her for another Sister, to take 
charge of the “ Relief Home,” established recently by the efforts of good 
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women of various denominations. It is considered very important that 
we should fill this position. A great work might be done here by a Sister 
of experience, tact, good judgment and earnest Churchmanship, as there 
would be no wish or power to impose restrictions as to religious teaching, 
prayers and Services. Board would be furnished at the Home. The 
only expenses would be personal. If the right person can be found, will 
not some Branch of the Woman’s Auxiliary send her out and supply her 
with all things needful ? 

Sister Eliza’s expenses, clothing included, cannot be less than $500 a 
year. No Clergyman could be secured for that, and working as she does, 
under direction and with a Pastor to make her work effective, she is worth 
to me quite as much as a Clergyman would be. The means to support 
her must be secured. One fourth of the amount is pledged. I confidently 
rely on friends of such work to do the rest. I know that all who are 
familiar with Church work in towns like this, will approve most heartily 


_of our efforts to make the Church strong in Denver. We shall do much 


thereby to strengthen it in the Jurisdiction. Therefore I ask for help, 
confident that the results will more than compensate all the outlay. 
What I would especially like is, that this work, and such as this, should be 
placed beyond contingency ; that what is done in the Indian and Foreign 
fields, should be done also in the Domestic ; that the Woman’s Auxiliary 
should so enlarge the scope of its operations, as to pledge stated salaries 
to trained and qualified female Missionaries, so that such helpers may 
become a regular part of our Mission force. To send boxes of clothing 
to our Missionaries is an indispensable and greatly valued help; such 
help as is here pleaded for, seems to me of equal if not greater importance. 


Joun F. Sparpra. 
Denver, November 20, 1876. 


LETTER FROM A KENTUCKY MISSIONARY. 


Sr. Paur’s Missron, Procror, Lux Co., Ky., 
December 6, 1876. 


My pear Miss Emery: I have heard or read somewhere that “a 
Missionary ought to write.” Well, I am not going to dispute the asser- 
tion, but I am at a loss to know how and when he is to do it. So much 
from home, so much time occupied in travelling, so much to attend to 
when at home, and so little time for reading, study, and the preparation 
of sermons, leaves but little, if any time for anything not strictly con- 
nected with the work of his Mission. To all this must be added, in my 
case, severe suffering, arising from sciatica, when riding on horseback, 
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which, after a trip of twelve or twenty miles, will frequently disable me 
for a few days. 

The origin of this Mission was on this wise: In July, 1872, a party 
was going up from Mount Sterling to Beattyville, with the intention of 
buying coal banks, and working them as a company. I was invited to 
accompany them, and being desirous to see for myself the wild mountain 
regions, and discover what opportunities there might be for extending the 
Church’s work in them, I came up. As soon as I reached Beattyville, 
and it was known that a Clergyman was of the party, a deputation waited 
upon me, requesting me to preach for them that evening. I was very 
wearied, for our wagon had broken down, and we had had to walk many 
weary miles in the blazing sun, but I gladly accepted the invitation—in 
truth I never yet dared to refuse such an opportunity—and the result 
was, an urgent request all round to make regular appointments, and 
endeavor to establish a school in their midst, as they understood our 
Church was great on education. 

That visit two persons gave in their adhesion to the Church, one a’ 
Methodist, the other a Campbellite, who had been baptized and confirmed 
in the Church in Wales, but had united himself with that denomination, 
as there was no church within fifty miles of him, These, with a lady 
who had lived in another part of Kentucky, but who had never deserted 
her Mother, formed our infant Church for upwards of three years. 

Last fall it became evident that I must either resign my parish in 
Mount Sterling or give up this Mission. For my health’s sake, a warmer 
and more settled climate was recommended. But the Lorp so ordered 
it, that it was plainly my duty to come up here. I at once resigned my 
parish and entered upon this Mission. Five persons from Michigan, who 
had come here in the meantime, were added to our number. Two more 
were added at Christmas by Holy Baptism, a man and wife, and their 
infant child and another family of eight since—the father, mother and 
six children. Our little church is called “The Family Church,” as they 
come in by families. 

On Advent Sunday, 1875, we worshipped for the first time in our lit- 
tle chapel, the dining-room of an hotel built twenty-six years ago, when 
it was thought that Proctor would be the County Seat and a place of 
importance. Since then I have rented half the house for Church and 
school purposes, and by funds furnished through our Board of Diocesan 
Missions we have repaired the building and fitted up the schoolrooms, 
and our school is in operation. 

We have a flourishing Sunday-school, of which our good Bishop Dud- 
ley spoke in highest terms of praise on his last visit. If I may be allowed 
to use his words without egotism, he said, that “ what had been done in 
the Sunday-school and Mission was wonderful, astonishing.” 

Besides our Services in Proctor and Beattyville, which are generally 
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well attended, we have Services on the fourth Sunday in the month at 
Booneville, where I trust, shortly, to be able to form an infant Church. 
The large attendance at our Services there astonish the people themselves. 
The Bishop preached there last month, and so the impression got abroad 
that I would omit my regular Services, and not visit them until December. 
I arrived just before dark, and short as the notice was, had a good con- 
gregation, and the next day a large one, although many living in the 
country were not aware of the Service. Professor T: , a young 
man who takes a great interest in our Church work, wrote me on the 
5th inst.: “Outsiders are ‘blowing me up’ for not disseminating your 
last appointment. When you write, notify me the exact date and hour. 
I want a two weeks’ notice to sinners—saints the same. We will give 
you a fair count next time.” ‘You may judge of the character of the 
people from the Professor’s remark to me: “ When I want to let them 
know that you are coming, I post the notices on the bar-room doors, then 
all are sure to see them.” The order and decorum and solemn devotion 
in our Services here and elsewhere, so different to what they have been 
accustomed to, surprises the people themselves, and already the beneficent 
influences of our Holy Church are being felt in these spiritual wilds. 

We have two stations besides, in Owsley County, viz., Cross Roads 
and Pine Grove, centres of Campbellism, Indeed, Pine Grove is a strong- 
hold, a kind of headquarters of that denomination. Estill County I am 
compelled to leave for a Mission in itself, although the people are con- 
tinually entreating me to renew my visits. There would be no difficulty 
in establishing strong churches at Irvine, the County Seat, at Mount 
Tabor, and Fitchburg. But the cries from the heart of the mountains 
“beyond me,” demand a forward movement. I must leave Estill to the 
Bishop. It ought to be part of this work, and could be, yea, I hope will 
be, when we can make this an Associate Mission. 

While writing the above, one of our farmers from the Cross Roads 
came in, to remind me of my promise for Sunday, and to make sure that 
I would not fail to be there. As he had been to the mill and had his ox- 
sled at the door, I gave him boards and scantling to make a book-stand 
and kneeling-stool for the chapel, or rather, log school-house. 

Oh, that the members of Curis1’s Holy Catholic Church could see 
their perishing brethren, their wretched spiritual, moral and social con- 
dition, as we pioneers see them, weep over them, in almost despairing 
helplessness, but encouraged, stimulated to labor, beyond our powers of 
physical endurance almost, by their hungry cries for the bread of life ! 
Then, surely, there would not only be no deficit in the treasury of our 
Domestic Board, but filled to repletion ; men, holy, devoted, loving men 
could be sent to these dark places of our land, so full of cruelty, deeds of 
violence and blood, and foul iniquity, and these moral deserts be made to 
bloom as the gardens of the Lorp. 


48 LETTER FROM A KENTUCKY MISSIONARY. 


Could I but have one associate in this work this winter, and two or 
three when summer comes, how much might be done! My Bishop says, 
“J can send the men to you, if I could only find the means.” 

My old, faithful horse, given to me by a pious lady of Louisville for my 
work, I sold to Bishop Dudley, as he was unfitted for this mountain travel. 
I have another easy enough to ride, and easily kept, but sciatica makes 
me tremble whenever I mount him, and causes me fearful sufferings. If 
I had a good, strong buckboard I could do four times more work than I 
now do, and could carry my saddle with me, and mount when the buck- 
board could go nofurther. On Saturday, the 9th, I will be fifty-one, and 
but for the riding, I can outwork most of our young men, and feel that 
I have twenty years more of good work in me, for I come of a long-lived 
stock ; but I often wish I had ‘come here twenty or thirty years earlier. 
I trust, however, before my work is done, that the Lorp will let me see 
an Altar and a Priest in every mountain county. It can be done, if I 
can only have the men to aid me. 

Next June or July, I expect one of my own sons in the Gospel and 
faith of Curist to be ordained by Bishop Dudley, and sent to help me. 
I sent him from Mount Sterling to the Seabury Divinity School, Faribault, 
Minn. Already several bright and promising young men in this Mission 
are ready to devote themselves to the work of evangelizing their native 
mountains, could we only edncate them. My hope is that, before another 
Advent, we may have a Missionary Brotherhood at work, to be speedily 
increased in numbers and in labors, and to be increased from the ranks of 
a Lay-Brotherhood of teachers and evangelists. My aims are high, my 
plans great, and, maybe, extravagant and Utopian in the eyes of many 
men. But nothing is impossible to determined courage, energy and zeal, 
backed with the “Lo, I am with you.” 

We ask of the Church neither ease nor wealth, but just enough to 
keep us above the world’s care, above shabby-gentility—which operates 
so strongly against a Missionary in the minds of his people—and_ the 
needful equipments for the work. 

May Gop bless every member of the “ Woman’s Auxiliary,” which is 
doing such a noble and blessed work for Him, in the persons of His 
servants, 


I remain, dear Miss Emery, 
Very faithfully yours in Curist Jxsus, 


W ALrer THARNE. 


OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED FINANCIAL SYSTEM. 


AN OPEN LETTER FROM BISHOP DOANE. 


Apany, N. Y., January 13, 1877. 
My prar Broruer AND FRIEND : 

I will write you a very Open Letter, about the scheme which you 
suggest as suited to the present distress. Only please remember that I 
feel unequal and unworthy to correct your wiser and wider experience in 
all such matters. But we have the same thing at heart ; and some of us 
Bishops, who are not called “ Missionary,” have the same sad hearts about 
the thing that you have, in our place and degree. 

Rather than begin with the ungracious task of differing, let me say 
that I cordially agree with you in thinking that too much breaking up 
mars the unity and hinders the impressiveness of our work. I have no 
manner of doubt but that we should be better off, with less expense and 
larger income, if we had fewer Offices, Secretaries, Commissions. And I 
am sure, with you, that among so many appeals men get confused and 
distracted, not knowing to which to give or how to distribute their gifts. 
I have long been anxious to re-absorb Freedmen and Indians into the 
Domestic Committee, and to let the Foreign Committee include Mexico. 

But I think you carry a good principle too far when you attempt to 
administer all the alms of the Church, by one great Board, for Diocesan 
Missions, Theological Education, the distribution of Bibles and Prayer 
Books, etc. For where there is a marked distinction among objects, they 
may be presented one after another without creating confusion, or all 
together, so that a man can take his choice, and give to each as he esti- 
mates its importance. Besides, there would be endless difficulty in arrang- 
ing the details of such a scheme, and no Board but a Board that had all 
the Bishops in it, could possibly arrange in due proportion the claims of 
Dioceses, and students, and aged Clergymen, and the rest. 

But my chief objection to the plan lies in that it seems to me to run 


counter to the great natural law of giving. Gop gives alike to all, for 
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He loves all alike. But even He makes different reservoirs for different: 
situations and different soils. We do not, and will not give to all alike. 
And your experience and mine are, that money and sympathy must go 
together ; and that a man will give $5000 to his Diocese, or to Africa, or 
to Mexico, or to the Indian, when he would not give as many cents if they 
were to go into a common purse, and somebody else were to decide in 
what proportion, and among how many objects, the contents of the 
purse were to be divided. I am afraid this is a fact fatal to the success 
of your plan, if it is to be adopted to the extent you propose. And I am 
sure you agree with me that it is better for a man’s soul, and better for 
the Church of Gop, to let him give much to what attracts him, than little 
or nothing at all. 

I believe the two old Committees, with their ripe experience, with the 
’ growing confidence of the Church in them, can meet this part of the 
difficulty by saying: “ All work within our country is, for convenience 
sake, called Domestic, and all work outside called Foreign. None of it 
is domestic, because no unreached sinner is yet at home in Gon’s house- 
hold. None of it is foreign, because no unreached sinner is foreign to or 
Jar away from the love of Gop. But in nomenclature and division of 
labor, we will go on as we began, and stop the breaking up of the two 
natural divisions of the one great work into so many Commissions and 
claims and calls.” There is no confusion in having taxes laid for the 
General Government, and the State, and the County, and the City. But 
if we had an Assessor for the post-office expenses, and another for pave- 
ments, and another for the poor, we should be confused and annoyed. A 
certain division is wise. Too much distribution is weakening. Too much 
concentration would diminish confidence and sympathy. 

I do not think, my dear Doctor, the trouble is in the machinery. The 
one idea, on which everybody seems to be agreed, is that we must some- 
how get everybody in the Church to feel an interest and a responsibility, 
and to give in some systematic, stated way. What I have counselled in 
my Diocese is that every Rector and Missionary shall appoint one collector 
or more, men, women or children, who shall canvass the people, and get 
them to put aside something, every one of them, every week ; and either 
to offer it, with their other offerings, every Lorp’s Day, or to offer it 
once a quarter, and have it sent, fresh from the altar of the offering, to 
one of the three Boards, Diocesan, Domestic, Foreign, to be distributed 
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in their discretion, or in the direction the giver may decide. The fault, 
I believe, is in our own Rectors and Missionaries, who are so burdened 
and bothered about parochial expenses, that they neglect this equal duty. 
They try to warm their hands by rubbing them, and letting the feet stay 
cold, instead of stirring up the whole circulation by even and thorough 
exercise. 

Ihave great hopes that the sternness and severity of this strait will 
rouse people to action. It may take some time. But if we can inoculate 
the people with the principle, it will take more thoroughly, and protect 
them more completely against a recurrence of the disease, than any sensa- 
tional and superficial excitant of temporary expediency that we can apply 
to the skin. 

If you are not tired let me say two more things. The diminished 
amount of offerings is so natural an accompaniment of financial depres- 
sion, that it must not seem too much of a discouragement. I say natural, 
meaning the nature of the old Adam, which needs conversion by the 
grace of Gop. And yet I do not think we ought “so easily to allow” 
this excuse. I will tell you why I think so, by quoting what I said to the 
Albany Convention last week : 

“Jt is folly to plead hard times in extenuation of our indifference. 
There is not one man in a hundred whose charities equal his indulgences ; 
not one in five hundred who feels the smart of his giving ; not one in a 
thousand—least of all the really rich men—who gives in any proportion 
to his ability. We must begin to measure alms by ability ; to take the 
whole Church in as the sphere of our sympathy, and to economize in 
luxury rather than in alms. I am inclined to think the whole cry of hard 
times is wrong-headed, wrong-hearted and wrong end first. We put 
for cause what I believe is effect. Let us ‘ prove Gon’ instead of ‘ rob- 
bing Him.’ The people say, as in Haggai’s day, ‘The time is not 
come that the Lorp’s House shall be built.” They wait for easier times. 
Meanwhile, as then, ‘they dwell in ceiled houses,’ and, meanwhile, the 
blessing is withheld. Trade does not prosper. Crops fail. Stocks break. 
Money earned is lost. ‘Ye sow much ‘and bring in little, and he that 
earneth wages, earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes” ‘Ye looked 
for much, and lo, it came to little, and when ye brought it home I did 
blow upon it.’ ‘Why? saith the Lorp of Hosts. Because of Mine 
House that is waste!’ And the Lorp calls out to you, by the voice of 
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His old prophet, that ye put not cause for effect ; that ye make not your 
sins your excuse. For ye say, ‘ We withhold because Gop does not give,’ 
and Gop says, ‘I do not give because ye withhold.’ ” 
With the most earnest assurance of anxious sympathy, I am, 
Your very faithful Brother, 
Wm. CroswEtt Doane. 
To THE Rey. Dr. Twine. 


OUR DIFFICULTIES AND THE REMEDY. 


A LETTER FROM THE REV. DR. SCHENCK. 


Brooxiyn, N. Y., January 15, 1877, 
Dear Dr. Twine : 


The “Open” Correspondence, the “Statement of Facts,” and the 
Advent and Epiphany Circulars, seem to have been successful at least in 
awakening considerable interest in the condition of our Missionary affairs. 
The mind and heart of the Church have been nobly challenged to scru- 
tinize the exigent issues. The whole history and management of the 
Missionary work of the Church have been ingenuously submitted to the 
critical inspection of all. The ground has been well gone over, ploughed 
in prayer, harrowed in hope, seeded in faith, tilled in loving toil and 
tears, and now we are watching and waiting for the harvest, knowing 
that He Who gave to His Church the great commission of converting 
the world to Curisr will not permit the word that goeth forth out of 
His mouth to return unto Him void, but that it shall accomplish that 
which He pleases, and prosper in the thing whereto He sent it. 

From this pomt of departure, we are free to go on and discuss the 
difficulties which environ us in discharging the duties which we recognize 
as incumbent upon us as members of the Missionary Church of Curis. 

Let me, therefore, dear Doctor, after the manner of St. Luke, “ write 
unto thee in order” of the things which concern the great interests we 
have in ward. 

To this end I would speak somewhat of our difficulties, the cause, the 
crisis, the remedy, the appeal. 
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THE CAUSE. 

We are in difficulty because we are in debt. But is not the possibility 
of debt incidental to all works of faith? For one I had rather do the 
work Curist has given us to do, going forth “ without purse and scrip,” 
trusting to the inspirations of charity that He will give His people, and 
occasionally suffering, if need be, because of shortness of means, than to 
work by “sight,” having only courage to expend a dollar for the spread 
of the Gospel when that dollar is in the bank ; and thus so economically 
husbanding resources, that at the year’s end there may be a proud balance 
of cash in hand—cash in hand, while hundreds are calling for the bread 
of life. One thing is clear, viz., that the promises of Gop to the Church 
are of average, not minute and methodical, fulfilment. Every pledge of 
Gop is redeemed in the lapse of years, but not each year or month 
according to man’s arithmetic. The children of faith in doing their 
work must venture on this theory of the divine plan. In so doing, they 
will at times accumulate, and at other times fall behind. Of course a 
sound judgment will at all times temper and modify the administration 
of Missions. In “hard times” there must be much painstaking and care- 
ful economy, and, it may be, a graduated reduction in disbursement. And 
again, when the skies are brighter and everything auspicates a more free- 
handed giving, there will be a larger liberality, proportionately, in direct- 
ing the appropriation of the gifts. The debt we have, has been accumu- 
lated by venturing on and on as we felt Gop supplied the warrant, trust- 
ing that He would open fresh fountains of charity in His Church, and 
refuse not to prosper the great work His servants had in hand. 

But probably the point has been reached where solemn pause and 
pondering and prayer must be given, under these changed circumstances, 
before the Missionary ship is taken out of the stays, and launched again 
in the deep waters of Gospel commerce. Doubtless the calamitous conse- 
quences of war and business convulsion have dwindled or dried up many 
sources of revenue to the Church. Some persons have dwarfed their 
contributions because of the threatening aspect of the future, some have 
permitted an habitual timidity to narrow their ideas and their gifts, while 
everywhere there has certainly been a treasonable worldliness which has 
encroached upon the domain of spiritual duty, a want of faith which has 
sapped, and in some cases, undermined the strongholds of evangelical 


effort. 
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But however it be, Gop forbid that we give up the glorious and grate- 
ful memories of work already done for Curisr in Missionary fields, for 
“hitherto hath the Lorp helped us.” However it be, Gop forbid that we 
should conduct our Missionary work purely upon a Wall Street basis, 
eliminating the idea of faith, and trusting to business shrewdness and cold 
calculations rather than to the promises of the Lorp Curisr and the 


responsive charities of the redeemed of His Blood. 


THE CRISIS. 

I have above intimated that at the present there is what we may call a 
erisis,. This not so much because we have a debt, or because of the 
reduction in the Missionary revenues ; but rather is it a crisis because of 
apparent apathy in the cause of Missions, and the commonly accepted 
notion that there must be an infusion of a new spirit for the stimulation 
of Missionary zeal in giving and working, and also the adoption of new 
ideas in our general administration. Into these broad questions we do 
not now propose to enter ; but they will soon force themselves upon the 
attention of the Church and demand debate and satisfactory solution. 
At this moment we have only to recognize that we are at a juncture 
which calls for awakened zeal and enlarged contributions) We want 
these for a new start. Give us the fresh departure, and Gop will give 


wisdom for a regulated momentum and a wise direction. 


THE REMEDY. 


To my mind the great agencies of help now to be created are :— 
A freshly consecrated sentiment: and A largely increased constituency. 


Curist declared that the Missionary idea was, and was always to be, 
the pioneer of the Church’s progress and the token of its healthful vitality. 
Now, we can trace in all the vicissitudes of the Church’s history that the 
fluctuations of its health have been conditioned by its fidelity to this great 
law embraced in its Gospel commission. 

We have fallen upon times when even Christian men of our own 
Communion, as well as of others, arraign and traverse the Missionary 
theory, in one part or another, as though Curisr had not at first and for- 
ever settled the great question of duty in this regard. The Church 
ceases to be a Church, her light goes out, her candlestick is removed, 
when she falters and falls short in fidelity to the great Missionary obli- 


gation, The Christian ceases to be a Christian when he refuses the 
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bread of life to his starving brother, for “Inasmuch as ye did it not to 
one of the least of these, My brethren, ye did it not to Me.” 

It is vain for a man, rich or poor, high or low, to wrap around him 
the mantle of Gospel complacency, and hide away in its secret folds the 
means with which Gop has endowed him for the help of his brother’s 
soul—a brother sitting in the dark of ignorance and dying in the dearth 
of life-bread. What is wanted as a remedy first of all is the Baptism of 
the Hoty Guosr upon the callous consciences of selfish and worldly 
Christians. An awakening there must be to the awful responsibility 
which rests upon every one baptized into the Faith of Curisr to help 
spread His Gospel. A regenerated sentiment upon the subject of Mis- 
sions is the crying want of the Church to-day. She needs it in her 
councils. She needs it in the hearts of her members, to give them sanctified 
lives and the sure evidence of their being vitally united with Curist, the 
Living Head of a working Church. 

We are to find as a further remedy to the great difficulties which 
beset us, and as in logical connection with what has been just submitted, 
the absolute necessity of an increased constituency to the Missionary 
idea and effort. It was lately remarked, by a Layman of Long Island, 
that it was impossible to deprecate too strongly the present system of 
having our Missionary revenues depend, as now in large degree they do 
depend, upon the business prosperity of a comparatively few members 
of our Communion. Any great commercial disaster, involving some one 
or two hundred of our liberal givers, would paralyze our Missionary work 
and probably involve our Agencies in very great embarrassment. 

Now this is all wrong. What we should have are not only the great 
gifts from the noble few to whom Gop has given big purses and bigger 
hearts, but the little gifts from the faithful many to whom Gop has 
given smaller means, but it may be even larger spiritual blessings than to 
their richer brethren. We want, as the unvarying supplies to the Mis- 
sionary treasury, the pennies of the millions, the dimes of the tens of 
thousands, and the dollars of the thousands, given systematically as so 
many prayers-in-practice for the conversion of the world to Curisr. If 
every child, and every woman, and every man, earning their daily bread 
by their daily labor, though they may, will make it a matter of Christ- 
quickened conscience, of religious privilege and duty, to lay by in store 
for Missions, something, however small, regularly and devotionally every 
week, shall we not at once have a freshly baptized Missionary sentiment 
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and an overflowing Missionary treasury ? If the Bishops and the Clergy 
will undertake, by pastorals, by preaching and by the eloquence of example, 
to enforce upon the least and the lowest, as well as upon the great and 
the gifted, the prime necessity of being participators in the Missionary 
work of the Church, we shall soon have a Missionary constituency which 
shall embrace the whole commonwealth of Israel. Untii that hour we 
shall languish. When it comes, we shall know nothing but triumphs for 
Curist in the victories of His battling Church. 


APPEAL. 

We stand here and make our appeal to man, at once the agent and object 
of Missionary effort. The mind you have, the money you hold, the energy 
you can enlist, the time you can invest, the prayer you send up, these are 
the elements which are to be interwoven in the fabric of evangelic work 
for Curist. There is plenty of mind for the world’s wants, plenty of 


money for self-indulgence, energy enough for ambition, time enough for 


all the engagements of pleasure and business—prayer goes up in private 
devotion, in household petition, in the Church’s ritual, invoking the bless- 
ings of the Lorp Curisr upon almost every spiritual interest, personal 
and aggregate. O that we could have a Year of Christian mind, money, 
energy, time, prayer, al holding in the fore-front the honoring of JEsus 
Curist by the spreading abroad of that glorious Gospel which saves the 
soul and redeems the race. 

And now, my dear Doctor, after what I have written, I can only add 
that, after all, it is to be confessed in our impotency, that “ Vain is the help 
of man.” If we would realize in spiritual things those significant words 
of prophecy that “a city shall be built in a day,” we must have “the Lorp 
build that city.” But He “will be enquired of.” And to those who say 
“Watchman, what of thenight ?” He replies “Enquire ye. Come.” Yes, 
let us all come, bowing before church altars and household altars and 
closet altars, and laying hold upon the horns of these altars, and ceasing 
not to cry unto Gop day and night, until the Great Ear hears and heeds, 
and the Everlasting Arms reach forth to our help. 

Then shall our Zion arise and shine, the wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. 


I am, my dear Doctor, 
Yours affectionately in Curist, 


Noan Hunt Screncr. 


